
LUZON, Philippines: 
The world is seeing 
once again the up-

surge of a vicious virus that 
has spread to every corner of 
the world. 

This time the virus is that of social, 
cultural, economic, political, institu-
tional, legal and religious discrimina-
tion against people of different skin 
colour, social status and historical 
origins.

Racism is everywhere and people 
around the world are on the streets 
once again protesting against this in-
sidious discrimination following the 
murder of George Floyd by a United 
States police officer and systematic 
police brutality.

Floyd’s cruel death is one of many 
in recent years where police and kill-
ers have seldom been held account-
able. Three police officers accused 
of aiding and abetting the murder 
of George Floyd are walking free. A 
culture of invincibility and impunity 
pervades some police forces that are 
predominantly composed of white 
officers. 

This is common in many coun-
tries where the police and military 
are above the law and abuse author-
ity and kill citizens as they please. It 
makes a sham of democracy and the 
judiciary.

People of colour in Europe are also 
discriminated against by racist peo-
ple who wrongly believe that these 

“other” humans are inferior to them 
and who declare themselves to be 
superior human beings with a more 
exalted, dominating status and a de-
sire to trample on others.

These racist attitudes that wrong-
ly brand others as having criminal 
minds have led to the greatest crime 
against humanity — genocide. The 
Holocaust, the Rwandan massacres, 
the Armenian genocide and many 
more in history happened because of 
racist attitudes with other causes.

Migrants and refugees seeking 
shelter from the Syrian massacres 
and other social evils meet a wall of 
racial indifference fuelled by system-
atic racism in some European coun-
tries and the present administration 
of the United States. 

What the white-skinned racist 
person or government officials and 
racist police lack most of all is em-
pathy, compassion and respect for 
other human beings. The racists are 
supremely arrogant, dominating, op-
pressive and selfish. They are greatly 
diminished as persons and have ex-
cluded themselves from the commu-
nity of the good and caring people of 
the world who love their neighbours.

The roots of racism run deep in 
history but in modern times ideolo-
gies like Nazism and forms of na-
tionalism gave rise to it in Europe. 
Growing racist attitudes are present 
in European countries and the United 
States today. Under President Don-
ald Trump, “Make America Great 

Again” means “Make America 
White Again.” Racism is not only 
about skin colour but is also about 
power, control, exclusion and domi-
nation.

However, the slogan “White 
is Might and Right” and promot-
ing white people as celebrities and 
movie stars reinforces racism. The 
higher social status demanded by 
some white people can create self-
loathing, lack of self-esteem and an 
inferiority complex among people 
of colour. Some are persuaded to 
buy skin bleaching and whitening 
creams to try and lighten the colour 
of their skin for greater acceptability. 
The racists have successfully planted 
their insidious racist ideology and 
unthinking people have fallen for 
it. Commercial corporations manu-
facture the racist creams and profit 
greatly without shame.

Racism and outright hatred and 
human rights violations were part 
of everyday life for the slaves. To-
day, after 400 years of oppression 

and suffering and no restitution, a 
just anger and hunger for justice and 
equality are in their genes. African-
Americans are still considered by 
many Americans as repulsive and ra-
cially inferior. In the past, many were 
murdered and lynched by mobs on 
false charges.

Recently, a woman called police 
in Central Park to falsely accuse a 
black passerby of assaulting her be-
cause he asked her to put her dog on 
a leash. She went berserk. He vide-
otaped it. It went viral and she was 
fired from her job for her lies and 
racist attitude. Had police come, 
he could have been killed, too, like 
George Floyd. The civil rights move-
ment in the 1960s brought in new 
anti-discrimination laws but they did 
not change ingrained racist attitudes 
against black people. They continued 
to be discriminated against and many 
were killed by police.

The white supremacists believe 
that their skin color confers on them 
superiority over African-Americans 

or persons of color. The racists are 
convinced that the descendants of 
the black slaves must be continu-
ally branded inferior and be denied 
an equal respectful place in society. 
Perhaps racist Americans suffer his-
torical guilt for their cruel legacy of 
slavery. Every harsh, unjust police 
act of discrimination, violence or 
killing that spreads on social media 
is remembered by the black com-
munity and builds to a boiling point. 
This is the root of the anger seen to-
day: injustice, lack of respect, dignity 
and equality. 

The violence and chaos caused by 
the extreme left and right factions 
are criminal and to be abhorred, but 
it is the price that America pays for 
its historical racism, slavery and sins 
of oppression. When there is true 
repentance, penance and restitution 
— true equality and justice for all — 
across racist America, only then will 
there be reconciliation and peace. — 
By Fr Shay Cullen, SSC, ucanews.
com
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The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not 
a participation in the blood of Christ? The 
bread that we break, is it not a participation 
in the body of Christ? Because there is one 
bread, we who are many are one body, for 
we all partake of the one bread. 

1 Cor. 10:16-17

Leader: 
Let us proclaim the name 

of the Lord;
and ascribe greatness to 

our God!

All: 
Lord, your work                     

is perfect.
And all your ways                 

are just.
Let Your voice be heard 
today by all the nations!

O God, Judge of the nations,                            
put fear into our hearts        

so that we may know that we are only 
human.

Father, the whole of creation groans                                                          
and labours to be delivered from the 

bondage of corruption,                              
into the glorious liberty of the children 

of God.

Lord Jesus, send forth Your                      
Spirit of Truth and let this Spirit prove 
to ‘the powers that be’  how wrong they 

are about sin, righteousness and 
judgment.

O Lord, declare the power of your works 
to Your peoples and let us be filled with 

the knowledge of                                 
Your glory as  the waters cover the sea.

Gather us, O Lord, in Your Name                                                                    
and may all worship the One True God. 

Amen.

(A prayer composed from  various 
Scripture verses of the Bible) 

A prayer for our nation

Washington Auxiliary Bishop Roy E. Campbell and a woman religious walk with others toward the National Museum 
of African American History and Culture during a peaceful protest June 8, 2020. (CNS photo/Bob Roller)

During his general audience June 10, Pope Francis spoke about 
God's power to change the human heart. 
Here is the link: https://youtu.be/VTAKJ3XfCMo
l Turn to Bp for the full story

God can change us

White skin does not 
mean superiority



A lot of things have happened since Pen-
tecost Sunday, days after African-Amer-
ican George Floyd was murdered at the 

hands of several police officers in Minnesota.
We witnessed in the media the peaceful pro-

tests and the riots, and then Donald Trump “tri-
umphantly” raising a Bible in front of a church 
close to the White House (which someone sug-
gested should be renamed the President’s Resi-
dence because of the racial overtones of the exist-
ing name).

Minutes before Trump raised the Bible, police 
in riot gear fired chemical irritants, smoke gre-
nades and flash grenades at a group of protesters, 
both lay and clergy, at Lafayette Square to clear a 
path for the President to reach St John’s church, 
the so-called “church of the presidents”. (The 
church even has a “president’s pew” at No 54!)

Trump blatantly used the Bible, with the 
church as a backdrop, to send a silent political 
message to his conservative base.

The reaction to Trump’s usurping of Christian 
religious symbols to make such a political state-
ment was swift.

The mayor of Washington renamed 16th 
Street, in front of the White House, “Black Lives 
Matter Plaza”.

Mariann Budde, the Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Washington, said, “This was a cha-
rade that in some way was meant to bolster a 
message that does nothing to calm the soul or 
to reassure the nation that we can recover from 
this moment – which is what we need from this 
president.”

She said Trump was not a regular visitor to the 
church. “Jesus was very clear that God is far less 
interested in the show of our prayers than God 
is in the ethical way that we live our lives and 
how we treat our fellow human beings created in 
God’s image.”

She lamented that Trump didn’t go to the 

church to pray or to express remorse or consola-
tion or to share grief or to provide hope to the 
thousands of people gathered at the square.

Religious commentator Sr Karen M Donahue 
RSM recalled the words of the Prophet Jeremiah:

“Stand at the gate of the house of the Lord 
and proclaim this message there,” God tells the 
prophet. “Reform your ways and your deeds so 
that I may dwell with you in this place.” You can 
enter, the prophet relays, only “if each of you 
deals justly with your neighbour; if you no longer 
oppress the alien, the orphan and the widow; if 
you no longer shed innocent blood in this place” 
(Jeremiah 7: 1-10).

Donahue said these words came to mind as 
photos of Trump raising the Bible in front of the 
church flashed across the world.

“What was the President trying to convey? It 
certainly was not a call to reform our ways, to 
deal justly with our neighbour, or welcome the 
alien, the widow and the orphan.”

She said the President’s response to the murder 
of Floyd and the protests deserves condemnation 
from the followers of Jesus.

Trump, she said, had urged state governors to 
“dominate,” arrest and imprison demonstrators 
for “ten years.” He had also scolded the gover-
nors, calling them “jerks” for not using greater 
force against protesters.

“There was not one word from the President 
about racism or its long legacy of oppression and 
exclusion,” Donahue noted.

There were other reasons Trump’s church pho-
to-op was shameful as well, she observed. “For 
one thing, the President stood in front of a church 
sign that said ‘All Are Welcome’. The hypocrisy 
is almost too much to bear.” This, after all, was a 
president who had treated migrants and asylum 
seekers shoddily.

Meanwhile, the protests over the murder of 
George Floyd spread around the world as po-
litical leaders shifted uncomfortably in their 
seats over racism and discrimination in their own 
countries.

Malaysia was no exception, though there 
have been no protests here, apart from solidar-
ity expressed over social media. But then, only 
recently we witnessed hate speech, xenophobia 
and racism targeted at migrant workers and refu-
gees in Malaysia.

We also saw how the authorities treated mi-
grant workers and refugees amid the pandemic, 
rounding many of them up and sending them 
away to immigration depots where, of course, 
COVID-19 clusters emerged, as civil society 
groups had warned.

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 
(Suhakam), for its part, expressed its solidarity 
with the people of the US during this difficult pe-
riod. It noted that this was an opportune time to 
remind Malaysians that ingrained racism, subtle 
forms of racial discrimination and related intoler-
ance occurs in Malaysia as well.

“Racism, xenophobia and intolerance elicit ha-

tred and distrust, thereby precluding any attempts 
to understand the circumstances of those at the 
receiving end or efforts to create an empathetic, 
harmonious society,” Suhakam said in a state-
ment.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
proclaims that all human beings are born free 
and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone 
is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set out in 
the declaration without distinction.

“Rather than debate whether racism exists in 
Malaysia, perhaps it is time to move beyond the 
surface of unity and dive deep to undo decades of 
systematic racial discrimination.

The commission called for everyone to stand 
up against racial prejudice and intolerant atti-
tudes, “as racism is morally wrong, in principle. 
The ability to look beyond religion, race, descent 
or place of birth is what we need to cultivate in a 
multiracial society such as in Malaysia.”

One person who would have agreed on this 
rights-based approach to “justice for all” would 
have been the lawyer-turned-priest Fr OC Lim, 
SJ who sadly passed away on June 5 after a long 
illness.

Although I never had the privilege of actually 
meeting him in person, I couldn’t help hearing 
about his passion for justice from afar through 
CAN News, which published anecdotes of his 
courageous homilies and how they pricked the 
conscience of members of the elite, his solidarity 
with the persecuted, including victims of deten-
tion without trial.

All this because of his commitment to Jesus 
Christ.

Perhaps the best way to honour his memory 
and to join in solidarity with victims of injustice 
and racism would be to recommit to the cause 
of justice, compassion, love and peace – the hall-
marks of the kingdom that Jesus proclaimed.

When Trump ‘triumphantly’ held 
up a Bible outside a church

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Today’s celebration focuses on the Gift of 
the Last Supper, the Gift of the Eucharist. 

This feast is relatively new in the Church.  
It was instituted in the thirteenth century 
through the influence of St Julianna of Monte 
Cornellion, sometimes referred to as Julianna 
Ligege. She was deeply devoted to the Eucha-
rist and wanted others to stop their lives for 
one day and celebrate this great gift.  In 1246, 
she persuaded her bishop to make this a feast-
day for the Diocese of Liege. Pope Urban IV 
declared it a feast for the entire Church in 
1264.

Today’s feast is meant to help us grow in the 
understanding of the Eucharist and in our rev-
erence for this great sacrament. We certainly 
need this reminder. We have the Blessed Sac-
rament in the tabernacle behind our altar but 
many times, we ignore this Presence and treat 
the Church merely as a meeting place. We 
need to genuflect when we enter a pew and 
then spend a few moments in prayer, recog-
nising the One before whom we are kneeling.

There are many ways that the Lord is pre-
sent.  He is present in the beauty of nature and 
in the smile of a baby. He is present where two 
or three are gathered together in His Name, 
and He is present in the Word of Scripture.  
But the greatest presence of the Lord possi-
ble for us on earth is the Real Presence of the 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.

This is a day for us to reflect on what exact-
ly happens at Mass. Bread and Wine become 
the Body and Blood of the Lord. They do not 
just symbolically become the Lord. They be-

come the Lord. They do not signify the Lord. 
They are the Lord.  Communion is not just the 
union of the community. It is the union of the 
community with Jesus Christ, present in each 
person who receives communion and present 
in all of us together.  I visited a diocese once 
where the bishop emphasised this by having 
everyone who receives remain standing and 
singing until the last person in the community 
received, and then the entire community knelt 
together and prayed silently with the One who 
united them. 

When we receive communion we are unit-
ed through Christ with those present here and 
those present throughout the world. I knew a 
young couple who often were apart on Sun-
days due to the husband’s travelling for work. 
They used to try to go to Mass at the same 
time so they could be united together in the 
Eucharist by the One who united them togeth-
er in the Sacrament of Matrimony.

There is room for a little Eucharistic theol-
ogy here, something far deeper than we could 
present to our little children when they are 
prepared for their First Holy Communion. At 
Mass, the substance of the bread and wine are 
changed, whereas the accidents, the appear-
ance remains the same. In the Eucharist, the 
bread and wine looks like bread and wine, and 
it has all the physical qualities of bread and 
wine. If you were to look at a consecrated host 
in a microscope, you would see molecules 
relative to bread, not human tissue or human 
blood, the accidents have not changed. How-
ever, the substance has changed; it is now the 

Body and Blood of Christ. 
By the way, last Sunday we celebrated the 

Solemnity of the Holy Trinity. We recognised 
that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have the 
same  substance. They are God. We pray in 
the creed, “consubstantial with the Father”, 
having the same substance. But in the Eucha-
rist the substance changes. The bread and 
wine become Jesus. 

When we receive communion, we receive 
Jesus. When we approach the Eucharist, we 
need to do this is a reverential manner, focus-
ing in on the One we are about to receive. It is 
important for parents to remind their children 
continually that they need to receive the Lord 
with reverence. We need to spend time pray-
ing to the Lord within us. These prayers may 
consist in the communion hymn we share, but 
should also include quiet time of reflection, 
time to talk to the Lord within us.

Once the bread and wine become the Body 
and Blood of Christ, they remain the Body 
and Blood of Christ. That is why we rever-
ence the Blessed Sacrament in our tabernac-
les. That is why we spend time before the 
Blessed Sacrament when we have Eucharistic 
Adoration. On Sunday evenings, I often place 
a ciborium  with consecrated hosts on the altar 
after communion as a way of reminding the 
young people that the One they reverence in 
the Blessed Sacrament when we have Eucha-
ristic Adoration is the One they have within 

them at communion.
I am shocked and saddened when I hear 

about people who leave the Catholic Church 
and join other faiths. I do not doubt their good 
intentions.  Nor do I doubt that they can have 
an experience of God’s presence in another 
worshiping community. But how can we, who 
have been called to the Eucharist, ever leave 
the Eucharist? Certainly, many good, holy 
people have not been called to the Eucharist. 
But we have been called.  Once we have been 
admitted into this Presence we cannot leave 
it. The beliefs of those of other denominations 
are to be respected. The beliefs of those who 
do not acknowledge Christ are to be respect-
ed. However, we are not respecting others if 
we hedge on our own faith. No, we need to be 
who we are. We are Catholics. We need to ex-
alt in that which makes us uniquely Catholic. 
We need to celebrate the Great, Awesome Gift 
of the Eucharist.

The Solemnity of the Body and Blood of 
the Lord reminds us of who we are, Who is 
present in the tabernacles of our churches, and 
what we are doing when we receive commun-
ion.  — By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

Corpus Christi
Readings: Deutronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a;

1 Corinthians 10:16-17;
Gospel: John 6:51-58

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of the Lord: Reverence for the Eucharist
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It has been 12 weeks since Mass and 
other church activities were suspended 
in our Vicariate due to COVID-19. 

Nevertheless, God has not left us 
totally to our own devices and He has 
continued to provide for our spiritual 
welfare in this time of self-isolation 
and social distancing. 

Through the streaming of liturgi-
cal celebrations as well as devotional 
programs and catechetical instruction 
for our children, the life of the Church 
has continued though the focus has 
moved from our church building to the 
Church of the home and family. In the 
near future we are all looking forward 
to the resumption of public worship 
in church as and when the green light 
is given by the relevant government 
agencies. 

Tentatively, preparations are on-
going in our parishes to put in place 
proper safeguards and integrating the 
scientific guidance of public health 
authorities should we receive the go 
ahead to begin. 

The latest information we have in-
dicates that the numbers of services 
and the people attending will follow a 
phased approach. 

As a start, it is likely that a single 
block of time will be allocated that 
may allow two brief Masses to be con-
ducted on a Sunday at 30 per cent of 
the building capacity. 

Subsequently based on the results of 
this first trial period the capacity may 
incrementally rise to 60 per cent and 
90 per cent and daily times of worship 
may be allowed as well. 

Should we resume liturgical celebra-
tions, everyone will be required to ob-
serve a very strict code of conduct to 
minimise the risk of individual infec-
tion and cluster formation. 

This means that, when we start, we 
will only accept those in the age range 

of 15 to 70 years. 
You will be expected to use the 

BruHealth app to prove your health 
status and scan our church QR code on 
entry and exit to facilitate contact trac-
ing. 

Prior to attending, you will be re-
quired to pre-register your intention 
to attend the Mass of your choice at a 
specific time and date. Other informa-
tion will outline what you will be ex-
pected to comply with prior to arrival, 
the screening procedures at the church 
entrance and protocols to be observed 
during Mass including the reception of 
Holy Communion. 

Please adhere strictly to the instruc-
tions of those entrusted with facilitating 
your attendance at Mass. 

Your parish priests and I understand 
your desire to return to Mass attend-
ance. Unfortunately, in the short term, 
resuming public Masses will mean 
some people will not be able to partici-
pate for their own safety and wellbeing. 

Therefore in our Vicariate the 
Sunday obligation will still be dis-
pensed and Masses will continue to be 
streamed in the interim period. I would 
like to appeal to everyone to be under-
standing and to bear patiently with the 
light inconvenience that will accom-
pany the return to public worship in our 
churches. 

Be assured that we will look into 
provisions to cater for those unable to 
attend such as the elderly, the sick, the 
housebound and children. God bless all 
of you on this Solemnity of Pentecost 
Sunday. 

I ask for your prayers and for the 
intercession of Our Lady to guide our 
Vicariate in providing this safe and 
orderly transition. Thank you for your 
patience.

Rt Rev Cornelius Sim
Apostolic Vicar of Brunei
June 3, 2020

Dear People of God,

We have spent half of Lent and the entire Holy Week, 
the Paschal Triduum and Eastertide under the restric-
tions of the MCO and the CMCO. You have been 
physically absent from your churches. This liturgi-
cal “winter” has been extremely painful for many of 
you: Holy Communion denied, public Masses sus-
pended, weddings and baptisms postponed, funeral 
rites abridged and generally, lives disrupted. But 
now with the implementation of prudent measures 
to curb the spread of infection and the widespread 
cooperation of the public, we are finally seeing the 
first signs of “spring.”

In these past few days and weeks, I have been hear-
ing this question: “When can I go back to church?” I 
am heartened that so many, despite the many uncer-
tainties and anxieties which are not fully resolved, 
have expressed this great passion and yearning for 
the sacraments. The Eucharist is indeed the “source 
and summit of Christian life”, and should always be 
our priority. But it is also the priority and responsibil-
ity of the Church to ensure that Catholics can return 
to church in a safe manner in accordance with all the 
recommended public health advisories.

On May 21, 2020, the Ministry of National Unity 
(MNU) gave approval for 174 places of worship to 
reopen under the COVID-19 standard operating pro-
cedures (SOP). This was to take effect from June 10, 
i.e. at the end of the Conditional Movement Control 
Order.

Of the three Catholic churches/Mass Centres 
that were selected by the authorities for reopening 
(ref: ArchKL Media Statement dated May 23), the 
Church of St John Vianney, Tampin, is the only 
church which is preparing to reopen in a limited way 
pursuant to the public health advisories under the 
SOP issued by the National Security Council (NSC).  

The application from our other dioceses were not 
approved due to various reasons as follows:
l Not in the Green Zone;
l Incomplete Data; and
l Incorrect format.
The reopening of the Church of St John Vianney 

will follow a phased approach in compliance with 
the Archdiocesan Guidelines for the Celebration of 
Sacraments. The preparatory work is progressing 

cautiously, for we must test the procedures and steps 
for restoring public church life. We must responsi-
bly navigate the many challenges that are posed by 
health risks. 

The Archdiocese has resubmitted a fresh list of 
churches, chapels and Mass centres from various 
Malaysian dioceses to the Ministry of National Uni-
ty (MNU) for their consideration and decision. Until 
approval is given by the MNU and NSC, no church, 
chapel or Mass Centre is allowed to open for public 
worship. 

As we witness a decline in the number of new 
COVID-19 cases, let us continue to be vigilant and 
pray that there will not be a resurgence of this pan-
demic. We should offer our prayers and sincere grati-
tude to all those labouring to insure the necessities of 
life: the healthcare workers, the security personnel, 
the food supply workers, and all the other essential 
occupations who have sacrificially offered them-
selves for the benefit of their neighbour.

I know that many of you are anxious and excit-
ed to return to the public celebration of Mass but I 
would like to appeal to you to be patient. With the 
current restrictions on the number of churches al-
lowed to open and persons allowed to attend, it 
would still not be possible for the majority of you to 
attend Mass yet. The Prime Minister had announced 
that the government is looking into reviewing their 
SOP and to consider if it is possible to ease some 
of its current stringent restrictions. Until such restric-
tions are eased to allow a larger number of Catholics 
who are willing and able to return to their churches 
and chapels, I will continue to dispense all the faith-
ful from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days of Obligation. The Archdiocese will 
also continue to provide live streamed Masses for 
your spiritual nourishment.

Given this 11th of June of the Year of Our Lord 
2020

Yours affectionately,

+ Most Reverend Julian Leow Beng Kim
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur

The Church emerging from MCO
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Where and how can we 
encounter Jesus personally?

What is our response to Jesus’ message and 
assurance that He will be with us until the end 
of time? (Matt 28: 20).

Jesus was present to his followers before his 
suffering, crucifixion and death. After rising 
from the dead, he returned to the Father. So 
how can He be present and with us? Are we 
really confident? Do we believe that He is pre-
sent among us as he had promised?  

Today we celebrate the Body and Blood of 
Christ which is the sign of His love and His 
presence among us. It is easily recognised by 
His people. This Feast of the Body and Blood 
of Christ brings to mind what Jesus did at the 
Last Supper with His Apostles. He took the 
bread and wine, blessed it and gave it as His 
Body and Blood as spiritual food and drink for 
his disciples. The event of the Last Supper is 
continued in the Church as an offering and re-
membrance of Jesus whenever the Eucharist 

or Holy Mass is celebrated with the People. 
The celebration of the Eucharist is very 

special to us Catholics because we believe 
that Jesus is present in the Eucharist. Today 
is an opportunity for us to encounter Jesus. 
First, Jesus is present in the midst of the Peo-
ple who are gathered in His name to celebrate 
the Holy Mass (Matt. 18:20). Second, Jesus 
speaks to us through the Word of God when-
ever it is proclaimed. (Consciousness of the 
Holy Liturgy, 7). Third, Jesus is present in the 
Sacrament of His Body and Blood (1 Cor. 11: 
23-29). Jesus is also experienced through His 
Body and Blood by those who celebrate the 
Communion service on Sundays at the various 
outstations, especially the sick, the needy and 
during the Holy Hour or Adoration.

Jesus is present through the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Recon-
ciliation, the Anointing of the Sick, Holy Or-

ders and Matrimony. The sacraments we need 
most throughout the journey of our faith life 
are the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. Jesus said, “I am the bread that gives 
life. And anyone that comes unto me shall 
never hunger, and he that believes in me shall 
never thirst,” (John 6:35). In our union and 
faithfulness, Jesus gives us life in faith, hope 
and love. He is the One who gives meaning 
to all of our struggles and sacrifices. However, 
we need to develop a culture of going to and 
believing in Him by listening to and living 
His Word in our lives (Luke 6: 47-49). By be-
lieving in Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist — 
during Adoration and Holy Hour and all the 
Sacraments — we are able to encounter Him.

Let us recognise and be grateful to Jesus 
who gave His Holy Spirit to us so that we can 
understand, appreciate and love His presence 
in the new way He revealed before He returned 

to the Father in heaven (Jn.13: 1: 14: 25-26). 
It is our hope that through our encounter with 
Jesus in the Eucharist, we will be motivated to 
know Him better through our fellowship with 
one another and with our ecological environ-
ment, God’s creation (Matt. 25:40). Let us 
continue our efforts to know, love and serve 
Jesus through the Holy Mass, Adoration and 
Holy Hour.

Brothers and Sisters, during the RMCO 
(June 10 - August 31, 2020), we are allowed 
to celebrate Holy Mass and worship in our 
churches and chapels but we need to adhere to 
certain conditions and procedures. Therefore, 
always follow the SOP prescribed by MKN 
and MOH.

+Bishop Datuk Cornelius Piong
June 13, 2020 

Phased opening of churches
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KUALA LUMPUR: Community 
Action Network’s fourth Online 
Series of Latte with Jesus featured 
Fr Joseph Stephen CSsR from the 
Church of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help, Ipoh, and Pastor Daniel Ho, 
Founding director of Methodist 
Church, Damansara, KL, discuss-
ing issues on Justice During Trying 
Times and the Demands of our Faith 
during This Pandemic.

Moderator Lena Hendry reflected 
on the economy of our country com-
ing to a halt over the last couple 
of months due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and stressed how it has 
impacted the global supply chain 
and the threat of recession and un-
employment increasing, especially 
among the B40 group; namely mi-
grant workers, refugees and daily 
wage earners. What is our faith re-
sponse to the realities of our world 
today? 

Fr Joe began the session by touch-
ing on his own experiences in relief 
work. “We see it, we experience it 
and we’re bothered by it. What is 
the Church telling us and what is our 
faith response? Economic Justice is 
when the resources of a country are 
equally distributed among all levels 

of society without leaving any par-
ticular group behind. When this does 
not take place, do we get agitated? 
Should God be absent just because 
the churches are closed during this 
pandemic? 

“One of the programmes that I 
have personally taken up, with the 
assistance of generous donors, is a 
feeding programme. This exposure 
has opened the eyes of many of the 
volunteers to the realities of the poor 
in our country. Many still live in 
poverty, not because they are lazy, 

not because of misfortune or lack 
of ignorance but due to the many 
political and economic policies that 
do not favour them”. He stressed the 
awareness that comes from works of 
relief that nudge us to not be com-
placent but to actively respond by 
engaging with politicians, NGO’s 
and society at large, since only then 
can we be agents of change. “This 
is not only the work of the Church 
but of men and women of goodwill, 
who are striving for a just society.”

Pastor Daniel Ho, who was not in 

favour of the extended MCO, stated 
that “The MCO posed many social 
and mental problems that are escalat-
ing due to loneliness, depression and 
anxiety of what the future holds, and 
this has caused daily wage earners to 
suffer; to put a meal on the table and 
pay rent.” He outlined a few points 
on how we, as Christians, should 
respond to this pandemic: Find a ve-
hicle to implement economic justice 
for all by learning to save as much 
as we can, to be a blessing to others, 
set up business consulting groups 
to connect with employers and help 
others who have lost their jobs, offer 
skills training; to help them learn a 
new skill.” “We need to engage with 
people and be witnesses to Christ in 
our daily life through simple acts of 
kindness.”

There were many eye-opening 
questions from the public that en-
livened the discussion and provided 
much food for thought; on simple 
and effective ways to put our faith 
in action. 

Fr Joe reiterated that “we do not 
only do this because of the pandem-
ic but because it is the right thing to 
do.”

A question was posed by the 

public on whether the solutions dis-
cussed are technocratic solutions 
or societal changes? To which both 
speakers agreed that any change 
starts with us. 

Another interesting question that 
was brought up was “Why God 
didn’t prepare his people for this 
pandemic?” Pastor Daniel was quick 
to reply “the Bible always asks us to 
be vigilant, watchful and prayerful. 
The pandemic is not a punishment 
but a wake-up call, inviting us to use 
our resources well and reorder our 
life and be fruitful”.

Fr Joe also stressed the many en-
cyclicals written by our Holy Father 
on issues of Economic Justice, but 
said “nothing much can be done un-
less the community heeds the call, 
and only then can the Church evolve 
from just a building to an agent of 
change”. He also reminded listeners 
“to never underestimate how a small 
group can make a ripple of change. 
Instead of always asking what can 
the Church do, ask what can I do to 
administer change.”

View more on this topic and other 
Latte with Jesus forums at:  https://
www.facebook.com/CANMalaysia  
— By Jaclyn Sharmelee

KUALA LUMPUR: The Prayer 
Ministry of the Church of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus conducted a 
special online prayer session on 
the last day of May in conjunction 
with Pentecost Sunday. It was an 
apt Sunday to pray for the Holy 
Spirit to shower the gifts and bless 
us just as it took place originally – 
the Holy Spirit rested in the form 
of tongues of fire on Our Blessed 
Virgin Mother and the Apostles. 

While we could not come togeth-
er for our usual vigil prayers owing 
to the current COVID-19 pandem-
ic, God’s Holy Spirit still brought 
us together as an online community 
to rejoice on the feastday of the 
birth of the Church. Throughout the 

month of May the various BECs of 
the parish had come up with crea-
tive ways to stay connected with 
the recitation of the rosary from 
their homes. However, the usual 
culmination on the BEC rosary 
prayer at the grotto at the Chapel of 
Our Lady of Good Health, Kg Pan-
dan was replaced with this compi-
lation of online prayer recitals.

The parish prayer ministry led 
the parish community through 
the Parish Prayer Mission which 
brought together various language 
apostolates and prayer forms, from 
the silent Christian meditation, to 
the rosary, to the praise and wor-
ship. A big part was played by the 
media ministry in compiling them 

all. 
The praise and worship session 

was purely thanking and requesting 
the Holy Spirit to guide, strengthen 

and protect each and every one 
of us during this uncertainty. The 
prayer group realized that the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit are what all of us 
need to further surrender ourselves 
and understand the will of God Al-
mighty.  

As Catholics, we believe that the 
Holy Spirit helps and guides those 
who search for God in their hearts. 
In the same way, the Spirit helps 
us in our weakness. It is not only 
during the current pandemic that 
we need the seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit — these are the essential 
gifts we need throughout our Cath-
olic life — wisdom, understand-
ing, counsel, fortitude, knowledge,          
piety, and fear of the Lord.

Having a special prayer for the paraclete

What does our faith demand 
of  us during trying times?

A screenshot of the online prayer session held on May 31 organised by the 
prayer ministry of the Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, KL.

Latte with Jesus with Fr Joseph Stephen CSsR from the Church of Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help and Pastor Daniel Ho of Methodist Church Damansara, 
KL with moderator Faribel Fernandez Lena Hendry.

KUALA LUMPUR: The 
month of June is dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This 
year the feast falls on June 19.

For the first time in history, 
the parishioners of the Church 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Jalan Peel, will be celebrating 
their parish feast from home. 
Under the guidance of parish 
priest Fr Edwin and assistant 
parish priest Fr  Lau, the Par-
ish Coordinating Council put 
on their thinking caps to adopt 
creative ways to keep the spir-
it of the community alive and 
inclined to the sweet heart of 
Jesus, which is burning with 
love for us.

The decision was made to  

have a pre and post online 
feast celebration. The first 
day was celebrated on June 5 
with the theme God has found 
favour in the heart of a child.  
The parishioners attended an 
online Mass which was cel-
ebrated by Fr Edwin. Children 
were intrigued by his fascinat-
ing story-like homily about 
Jesus the Good Shepherd and 
how each child is the Lord’s 
favourite pet sheep.

Being the first Friday of 
June, an online adoration es-
pecially for children was ar-
ranged. The availability of 
technology enabled Fr George 
Harrison, who is currently in 
Rome, to guide the children 

through this adoration. During 
the exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, a pre-recorded 
video of primary school chil-
dren reciting and singing the 
Chaplet to the Sacred Heart 
was played. 

Catechists, parents and the 
media team worked hand in 
hand to record and compile 
the videos. 

During the Litany of Praise, 
Brother Anthony Robert con-
ducted some hands-on activ-
ity for the children; to praise, 
thank and ask God for help.  

Many parents shared that 
their children were thrilled 
and excited to be a part of the 
feast, and they focused and 

participated well during Mass 
and adoration. 

As a young seminarian; Bro 
Anthony shared that this ex-
perience is a new way of be-
ing Church, whereby various 
teams collaborate from home 
and church to bring out the 
sense of celebration and com-
munity participation. It has 
also enriched him to explore 
the availability of various me-
dia and online platforms for 
spiritual use.

The parishioners of the Sa-
cred of Heart of Jesus invite 
you to join in the devotion and 
feastday celebrations on June 
12, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 26 via 
livemass.archkl.org 

God has found favour in the heart of a child

A collage of the Mass for Children and Adoration 
on June 5 in preparation for the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, KL.



Living out the Word of God
SHAH ALAM: The Church of Di-
vine Mercy hosted an online training 
session for its lectors and commen-
tators on Saturday, June 6. Some 45 
members joined the session, with the 
youngest being 12 years old.

Titled Reading, Proclaiming and 
Living out the Word of God, the 
75-minute session via Zoom was 
led by parish priest Fr Gerard Thera-
viam, with scripture readings and 
pointers compiled by him and the 
Catholic Research Centre Director, 
Fr Dr Clarence Devadass.

“In the Liturgy of the Word, the 
Church feeds the people of God 
from the table of his Word (cf. Sac-
rosanctum Concilium, no. 51). The 
Scriptures are the Word of God, writ-
ten under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. In the Scriptures, God speaks 
to us, leading us along the path to 
salvation. The high point of the Lit-
urgy of the Word is the reading of 
the Gospel. Because the Gospels tell 
of the life, ministry, and preaching 
of Christ, it receives several special 
signs of honour and reverence.

It is also “in the Liturgy of the 
Word that Christians come together 
to thank God for His gifts. Listening 
to God’s word (the Bible) we grow 
in faith, more conformed to the mind 
of Christ.

We must remember that “the litur-

gy is a celebration not of what God 
has said in the past, but of God to-
day speaking to our hearts and souls. 
The words of Sacred Scripture are 
unlike any other texts we will ever 
hear, for they not only give us infor-
mation, but they are also the vehicle 
God uses to reveal Himself to us… 
It is the means by which we come to 
know the depth of God’s love for us, 
and the responsibilities entailed by 
being Christ’s followers, members 
of his Body.

“The ministry of the lector takes 
the printed word and through its 
proclamation turns it into something 
living, something that can change 

the lives of those who hear it.
“A lector is someone of faith who 

has nurtured a relationship with 
God through their love of the sa-
cred scriptures, they seek to develop 
that relationship through prayer and 
meditation on what they read and on 
what they proclaim.”

At Mass, which perpetuates the 
sacrifice of the cross, Christ is pre-
sent in four ways: “the assembly 
gathered in his name; he is present 
in the person of the minister; in his 
own word, and indeed substantially 
and permanently under the Eucha-
ristic elements.” (cf. SC #7)

“The Word of God proclaimed at 

Mass is ‘efficacious’ that is, it not 
only tells us of God and God's will 
for us, it also helps us to put that 
will of God into practice in our own 
lives.

“We respond in word and song, in 
posture and gesture, in silent medi-
tation and, most important of all, by 
listening attentively to that Word as 
it is proclaimed.”

The primary function of a lector is 
to minister to the assembly as God is 
leading us to salvation through His 
Word. Therefore, His Word must 
come alive in the proclamation and 
for the proclamation to be delivered 
properly, lectors must be well pre-
pared.

If a lector is not well prepared and 
doesn’t understand the text, it will 
be hard to pass on the message cor-
rectly.

“A lector is someone for whom 
the Word of God is so important that 
they want to bring it alive for their 
brothers and sisters. Effective proc-
lamation of the Word is, therefore, 
an intrinsic part of the whole cel-
ebration. Lectors must understand 
and believe that they are perform-
ing a real ministry of presence and 
communion and must accept that the 
Lord is active and present to the as-
sembly through their proclamation, 
that the Lord longs to speak and be 

heard in the biblical word they enun-
ciate.”

He recommended lectors start pre-
paring at least a week in advance. He 
said, reading the passages aloud and 
to another person, helps one get the 
correct speed and intonation. “Ar-
ticulation is vital, so do not be afraid 
to open your mouth,” said Fr Gerard.

Lectors should also learn the back 
story about the passage to gain a 
deep understanding of that message.

Lectors must remember it is the 
Word of God presented that is im-
portant, not the presenter or his or 
her attire or look of the day. Body 
language is also key, and therefore, 
the lector should try and make eye 
contact with the congregation, at 
least at the end of each paragraph.

When possible, read with varia-
tion and emotion to help bring out 
the story but do not over dramatise.

Common mistakes include pro-
nunciation, reading too fast and 
lack of preparation. For anyone who 
is nervous, take deep breaths as it 
calms the nerves and supports the 
voice.

Fr Gerard also said, at Mass, the 
altar becomes the focal point and 
not the tabernacle. So lectors bow 
to the altar, not to the tabernacle and 
certainly not to the presider. – By                
Gwen Manickam

A screenshot of the session, Reading, Proclaiming and Living out the Word 
of God by Fr Gerard Theraviam.

KUALA SELANGOR:  Twelve 
adults, representing 12 poor 
families, were invited by Fr VA 
Michael, the administrator of 
the  Chapel of Our Lady of Good 
Health to the chapel to receive 
517kg worth of provisions.

The contribution came from  a 
small concerned Catholic group in 
Kuala Lumpur, that has brought 
some contentment to the poor.

Fr VA and his team distributed 
the provisions.

One of the recipients, a single 
parent with four children, briefly 
lamented her daily struggles but 
was happy to receive the foodstuff.

Fr VA who is also the parish 
priest of the Church of St Paul 
the Hermit in Bestari Jaya earlier 
welcomed the guests and thanked 
the Spirit-filled KL Group for their 
kind gesture in genuinely car-
ing for the poor and doing it out 
of love for God. — By Bernard        
Anthony

KOTA KINABALU: The pandemic 
crisis does not put a damper on the 
interest towards the “king of instru-
ments”, the organ, among the Saba-
han scholars.

The scholars from St Simon 
Catholic Church, Likas, joined the 
webinars hosted by Dr Evelyn Lim 
from the Methodist School of Music 
(Singapore) on May 23 and June 6.

Dr Lim, a teacher at the academy, 
said the webinars were organised 
by her school and supported by the 
Singapore Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists.

“The webinars on May 16 and 23 
introduced the history and develop-
ment of the pipe organ and its role 
in Western Christian worship for 
nearly two centuries,” Dr Lim said.

“The webinar on June 6 was an 
Introduction to the Liturgical Year 
through music: the seasons of the 
Church and the attitudes and moods 
associated with them.”

She said the objective of the we-
binars was to address serious short-
comings in many church musicians.

“They choose what style they like 
to play, without much regard to the 
text or season. I would like to think it 
is because they are not aware, rather 
than that they do not care.

“A second shortcoming is that 
many musicians are comfortable 
with playing (or singing) the same 
types of music repeatedly, without 
much variety or attempt to bring 
fresh elements into what they do.

“Again, I would like to think that 
they are indeed trying very hard, but 
they don’t know where the resource 
is,” she said on June 8.

Dr Lim said that as “music min-
isters”, church musicians actually 
have a very important role to play.

“We do not play music simply to 

fill the silence, to show off our skills, 
or to entertain. Our music must fit 
the liturgy and encourage and sup-
port worship. 

“God has given us these gifts so 
that we may bless the people around 
us, so we should invest some energy 
to hone and develop these abilities. 

“So I hoped that my webinars 
helped to open the door for people 
to be aware of the wealth of Church 
music from the past and present, and 
how to go about accessing it.”

On the Introduction to the Liturgi-
cal Year content, Dr Lim said instead 
of an academic presentation, she 
opted for a “show-and-tell” format, 
which would be more interesting.

“Using resources readily available 
via YouTube and various websites, 
we went on a musical survey of 
the mainline denominations, high-
lighting major aspects of certain 
prominent seasons and the music 
and hymns that best conveyed those 
moods.  

“I was pleased to find that the at-
tendees were from the mainline de-
nominations — Roman Catholics, 

Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyte-
rians, comprising musicians, choir 
members as well as music directors, 
mostly from Singapore and a num-
ber from Sabah and Sibu.

“This wonderful mix led to lively 
discussions and sharing of ideas and 
experiences via the Zoom chat page. 
I could not have hoped for a better 
atmosphere of positive and open in-
teraction!  Hopefully the attendees 
also found the sessions enriching 
and can beginning exploring new 
ideas.”

As for her thoughts on the musi-
cians at St Simon Catholic Church, 
Likas, and beyond, she said it’s OK 
if some of the material in the webi-
nars may not seem to apply to their 
specific tradition.

“Personal taste is not as important 
as knowing where the resource is. 
All you have to do is to explore some 
of the links to the new music and you 
may find something that you do like, 
and can use.

“Just establish a starting point, 
and the doors will open. You may 
encounter some challenges but ulti-

mately, the experience will be grati-
fying and enriching! I would like to 
encourage all who are new at playing 
the organ or who are contemplating 
starting out as a church musician—
whatever level you are at, there’s al-
ways room to grow and learn.

“Remember the parable of the 
talents in Matthew 25:14-29 – God 
expects us to be faithful stewards of  
His gifts. We are only accountable 
for what we have, no more and no 
less,” she said.

Meanwhile, Melissa Angus, one 
of the scholars from St Simon Cath-
olic Church, Likas, expressed her 
gratitude for being invited to join the 
“very fruitful lessons”.

“The webinars were short but in-
formative,” Melissa said, adding that 
she took a particular interest in the 
history of the pipe organ and how 
it evolved. “The instrument was not 
only used in churches but also dur-
ing the war, among others.”

On the lesson on liturgical music, 
she said it opened her eyes to how 
the different seasons in the Church 
can be differentiated through “col-
our codes”.

Another scholar, Fay Fiona Lim-
bai, said the lesson on the history of 
the pipe organ broadened her view 
as she got to know more about the 
instrument.

“As for the June 6 webinar, I 
learned more about how and which 
songs are suitable to play during the 
Mass according to the liturgical sea-
sons.

“As a musician, especially one 
who is just starting to play in pipe or-
gan style, it was a very fruitful expe-
rience joining both webinars. Look-
ing forward to more of such content 
in the near future!” – By Audrey J 
Ansibin, stsimonlikas

Sabahan organ scholars join S’pore webinars Caring for 
those in need

The 517kg of contribution from 
a group of Catholics from Kuala 
Lumpur given to Fr VA Michael to 
be distributed to 12 families in Kuala 
Selangor.
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This August 2019 file pic shows Dr Evelyn Lim (standing at left) with parish rector 
Fr Cosmas Lee, her colleagues and the organ scholars. (Church of St Simon)



KUALA LUMPUR: A respected 
priest, with a voice for justice, and 
a true friend. Those were among 
the words used to describe the late 
Fr Lim Ooi Chai, who passed away 
June 5.

Fondly referred to as Fr O.C., the 
well-known priest was admitted to a 
hospital in Kuala Lumpur early May 
and had been showing signs of im-
provement during his post-surgical 
care.

His sudden passing was due to his 
earlier aortic dissection and aneu-
rysm. He was 76.

When contacted, Lawyer Datuk 
Jagjit Singh said he almost collapsed 
when he heard the news.

“I couldn’t believe it because I 
was with him five hours before he 
passed away. I was in tears because 
I had promised him we’d catch up 
again after his recovery,” said Jag-
jit, 75, his voice quavering during a 
phone interview.

Jagjit and Fr O.C. had been friends 
since 1969. They were chambering 
students and had been best of pals.

“Before he joined the priesthood, 
we used to hang out all the time. 
He was one person who resonated 
the meaning of a true friend. I will 

miss him so much,” said Jagjit, as he 
broke down and cried.

Fr O.C. was the eldest son of busi-
ness tycoon Lim Foo Yong. He gave 
up his successful career as a lawyer 
when he received a calling to join the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1985.

He held various positions includ-
ing director of the Catholic Research 
Centre, editor of Catholic Asian 
News, and spiritual director of the 
Catholic Lawyers Society Malaysia.

Apart from his pastoral duties, Fr 
O.C. is remembered as an outspoken 

advocate for justice, explained Cath-
olic Lawyers Society Malaysia past 
president Datuk Joy Appukuttan.

“I met up with him not too long 
ago before his hospitalisation. I felt 
his pain when he had to use so much 
energy to speak (because of his ail-
ment).

“For a person who had the voice 
of fairness and justice, it would have 
been a restraint to express his thun-
dering messages of dissent against 
the advisories of injustice.

“I miss a friend, a confidant, a le-

gal advisor and most importantly, a 
priest,” said Joy, 55, who has known 
Fr O.C. for over 35 years.

Joy also wrote a five-page tribute 
– Man Of All Seasons – to Fr O.C. in 
The Catholic Lawyers Society Ma-
laysia’s website. In the poignant eu-
logy, Joy shared how Fr O.C. openly 
spoke over the injustices caused to 
various political personalities.

“To demonstrate his support 
against the violation of various hu-
man rights, he would join candlelight 
vigils and other rallies held for these 
purposes. In 2007, he was present at 
the Malaysian Bar’s Walk of Justice 
in Putrajaya to show solidarity with 
Malaysians against oppressive laws.

“For sure, the good Lord has 
now gained a ‘minor saint’. Fr O.C. 
fought the good fight and aced the 
race. He is now with the greater 
saints of our times, in the likes of St 
John Paul II.”

Jagjit said he will especially miss 
his dear friend’s warm and infectious 
personality.

“Anyone who meets him will in-
stantly like him. You can never find 
a man like him because he’s sincere 
and kind-hearted,” says Jagjit. — By 
Sheela Chandran, The Star

Fr O.C. Lim, an outspoken 
advocate for justice, dies “Jesus Christ. He is my model, he 

is my motivation. Take Jesus 
away I will be nothing. In the time of 
Jesus, he was very much involved in 
the affairs of the people. 

What motivates me is Jesus and 
the early martyrs of the Church, they 
also stood up for justice. His mission 
manifesto is Lk 4: 18 – 19 “The Spir-
it of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to pro-
claim release to the captives and re-
covery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free,19 to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favour.” 

Take away Jesus, and I will fall 
flat. 

“When a country is morally bank-
rupt, it will use immoral ways to hold 
on to power. We might be weak but 
we still have the power of prayer and 
silent witnessing. The unjust may 
break our bones but they can’t break 
our spirit” — Fr O.C. Lim

“I will never forget this brief oppor-
tunity I had to interview Fr O.C. Lim 
in 2009. I had heard so much about 
him from others and it was an honour 
to meet him in person. As a younger 
pastor who felt challenged to move 
out of my comfort zone, Fr O.C. Lim 
was an inspiring model that showed 
us what ‘getting involved’ could look 
like. More than 10 years later, I still 
keep his words spoken in this inter-
view and the closing quotation close 
to my heart. ”
Source: Video (https://bit.
ly/2UwZahb ) by Pastor Sivin Kit

Fr OC was also instrumental in in-
spiring and encouraging the pa-

rishioners of Chapel Kurnia Kristus 
to embrace and emulate their patron 
saint St Thomas More, when their 
church was first established. 

Patrick and Hazel Archibald, who 
jointly wrote, produced and directed 
a musical on the life of the saint 
said: “He invited us to his home to 
educate us about one of his favour-
ite saints — St Thomas More. He 
loaned us two books to read and 
research on the life of St Thomas 
More for us to prepare composing 
the musical. 

“Although he was physically 
weak then, his eyes lit up just speak-
ing about Thomas More,” Patrick 
said. When asked if he was inter-
ested in a cameo role in the musical, 
with a twinkle in his eye, Fr OC re-
plied in jest: “I would like to be the 
executioner!’

How he impacted the lives of many

From left: Prof Tan Sri Visu Sinnadurai, Jagjit and Father O.C., who have 
known each other since the 1960s, during a get-together last year. Photo: 
Datuk Jagjit Singh
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In his own 
words

“When I saw the picture of OC 
at the wake and especially 

his set of white teeth, I smiled and 
told OC that he need not worry about 
having to go through the trauma of 
seeing his dentist anymore. 

“I first met OC in the novitiate 
in Petaling Jaya, wondering if the 
42-year-old man I saw was a forma-
tor. 

“I soon learned that he was my co-
novice but with a background hard to 
imagine especially when I saw him 
preparing breakfast, cleaning the toi-
lets, mopping the floor, and sharing 
a room like all of us. But he was this 
humble ex-lawyer who was willing 

to do what we do including returning 
to school to study philosophy with a 
bunch of teenagers in Ateneo even 
though he hated the subject. 

“He soon became my superior, 
but like in the novitiate, he was like 
a big brother who was always there 
for me. I remember him giving up his 
regional office when I needed a room 
for campus ministry. 

“Even when he was no longer with 
us, when he found out that I was sick, 
he came to the hospital. I will always 
remember OC telling me how as re-
ligious, we should work like the or-
dinary workers instead of lazing our 
time.” — Fr Christopher Wee, SJ

Among the politicians who 
commented on his passing are 

Anwar Ibrahim who said that he 
was greatly saddened by the news 
of Fr OC Lim’s passing. “The late 
Father Lim is a dear friend to me 
and my family, who criticised Au-

gustine Paul, the judge ruling over 
my case in 1998.

“His commitment to justice must 
be commended and exemplified in 
the battle against tyranny. I express 
my condolences to his family and 
pray that they will persevere.”

Lim Guan Eng said that he was 

saddened by the passing of Fr 
OC Lim, who has been one of the 
voices of conscience to the nation. 
Malaysia lost a faithful son and the 
Catholic community, a caring fa-
ther.

“I still remember vividly that he 
once comforted and supported me 

in 1998 when I was unjustly incar-
cerated for defending a young Ma-
lay girl from her rapist. 

“Fr OC Lim was not only a spir-
itual shepherd but an indefatigable 
guardian for justice and righteous-
ness. Most of all he embodied St 
Paul’s ‘faith, hope and love.’”

Politicians

Fr OC also spearheaded the Ma-
ranatha Retreat House (MRH) 

committee from 1996 to 2009, tak-
ing on the role of Director, guiding 
the team to stay on course by setting 
a clear direction for the retreat house 
programmes. He was also on the 
forefront of publicity of the retreat 
house’s programmes and fundrais-

ing initiatives that has led to the long 
term sustainability of the establish-
ment. 

Dominic Tan, who served as the 
administrator at MRH, described Fr 
OC as “an encouraging leader em-
powering us to be forthwith in our 
actions for the good of the retreatants 
n retreat house”

Harcharan Singh, a founding 
member of the Council said: 

“(Fr OC) was very concerned about 
inter-racial and interreligious rela-
tions and was glad to help to advance 
the MCCBCHS objectives and will-

ingly took part in its activities. At 
that time, the MCCBCHS office 
was based at the CRC and I was a 
frequent visitor there in connection 
with Majlis (as the council was com-
monly known as) matters”. 

interreligious Dialogue

Maranatha retreat house

as a Fellow Jesuit

Fr O. C. Lim at a mobile clinic for migrants and refugees in Cameron 
Highlands.

Fr OC Lim, as Regional Superior 
of the Jesuits (1998-2004), stood 

up for and supported the formation 
of Kumpulan A.C.T.S., a lay-in-
spired NGO that serves refugees and 
asylum  seekers in the country. 

He celebrated Holy Mass at its 
refugee convalescence home called 
PERCH at Batu Arang almost every 
fortnight before he fell ill, visited 
sites where refugee communities 
lived and worked. 

He was instrumental in ensuring 
the right to a fair trial of a migrant 

worker who was falsely accused of 
raping a 10 year old girl. This mi-
grant worker was acquitted after a 
year of court hearings, 

Fr OC was truly staunch in up-
holding the rights of the least among 
us. He also supported the education 
of several students from Myanmar 
here in Malaysia.  ACTS is beholden 
to Fr. OC for his strength, courage 
and leadership in his support for 
ACTS in the midst of trials and ad-
versity.  

May his example continue to in-

spire all of us in the service of the 
poor and the marginalised.  May 
he continue to intercede for us now, 
from the heavenly place.  We remain, 
to Fr OC, eternally indebted: staff, 
volunteers and friends of ACTS and 
the refugee/asylum seekers commu-
nity of Malaysia.

Arrupe, ACTS clinic for refugees 
& Asylum seekers in Brickfields was 
closed on June 10, 2020 as a mark 
of respect for the passing into glory 
of Fr OC Lim. — Fr Paul Dass SJ, 
Rosemary, Caroline Gunn

Caring for the migrants and refugees Fr O.C. Lim

St Thomas More



Third China-recognised 
Catholic bishop installed

HO CHI MINH: In the history of 
Catholicism in Vietnam, the fam-
ily has played an important role in 
bringing the Good News to others, 
and the purpose of the Catholic mar-
riage is to live in a loving family. For 
this reason, family members must 
show the joy of being Catholic, and 
show God to others, according to 
Archbishop Joseph (Giuse) Nguyễn 
Năng.

On June 7, the feastday of the 
Holy Trinity, the Archdiocese of Ho 
Chi Minh City bestowed the sacra-
ment of baptism on 31 brothers and 
sisters in Notre Dame cathedral, Ho 
Chi Minh City, in a Mass led by 
Archbishop Nguyễn Năng.

During the ceremony, four priests 
and about 200 worshippers, includ-
ing the relatives of the new catechu-
mens, participated in the feast of the 
sacrifice.

In his homily, the Archbishop told 

the catechumens that “Today is the 
feast of the Holy Trinity. This is the 
apex of Catholicism. In Vietnam we 
often hear that ‘Every religion teach-
es us to do the right things and live a 
peaceful life’ (Đạo nào cũng dậy ăn 
ngay ở lành). Catholicism does the 
same.”

“Catholicism does not only teach 

us to do the right thing, but also 
teaches us about the Holy Trinity. 
Not only do we maintain a good re-
ligion or care for our religion to go 
to Heaven, but it is important that 
we enter religion in order to join the 
Catholic community and the Holy 
Trinity family,” the Archbishop ex-
plained.

“For four months, you studied the 
catechism, learning about Catholi-
cism, participating in the Christian 
community. Today, we are very hap-
py to welcome you into the family of 
the Church. In this family we have 
cardinals, bishops, priests, religious 
and parishioners.”

“As of today,” he said, “you are 
united with the great family of the 
Church. This family is the image of 
the Holy Trinity. We are in this fam-
ily to build a new world, a world of 
love.”

“After a long journey, you receive 
the baptism. It is not you who sought 
God, it is God who has sought you 
for a long time; taking advantage 
perhaps of some opportunity, like 
you watching a movie, reading a 
book or meeting a priest. Or perhaps 
you had a Catholic teacher or you 
married a Catholic.”

“Thanks to such opportunities, 

you decided to join the family of the 
Church and to live in love. We re-
joice for you, because the Lord has 
invited you.”

At the end of the Mass, a repre-
sentative of the 31 new catechumens 
said: “In the past, priests and nuns of 
the cathedral accompanied us and 
shared the teachings with us. Thanks 
to the Church’s catechism and the 
charitable works of priests and nuns, 
we recognise that God is love. He al-
ways loves us and so we believe in 
and follow him.

“We thank Archbishop Joseph, 
priests, men and women religious, 
godparents and lay people who 
prayed silently for us on this blessed 
day.”

In today’s reality, many Catholic 
families can see non-Catholics who 
have come to Catholicism. For this 
reason, it is the religion of love. — 
By Ngoc Lan, AsiaNews

FUZHOU: An 83-year-old Chinese 
underground bishop was installed at 
a state-sanctioned church ceremony 
on June 9, just three months before 
the expiry of a Vatican-China pact 
on the appointment of bishops in the 
communist country.

Bishop Peter Lin Jiashan, the 
underground bishop of Fuzhou in 
Fujian province, was installed at 
Fanchuanpu Holy Rosary Church in 
Fuzhou. Bishop Lin had been lead-
ing the underground Church loyal to 
the Vatican since 1997.

The ceremony was attended by 
only 40 priests and 80 Catholics 
from Fuzhou Diocese, reportedly 
following restrictions against gather-
ing because of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Bishop Lin is the third bishop to be 
recognised by the communist regime 
after the Vatican and China signed an 

agreement in September 2018 on the 
appointment of bishops. The details 
of the pact are still under wraps and 
it is reported to be valid only for two 
years unless renewed before Sep-
tember 2020.

Bishop Joseph Cai Bingrui of Xia-
men in Fujian province, a Vatican-
recognised bishop, presided at the 
ceremony. — ucanews.com 

Archbishop Joseph (Giuse) Nguyễn Năng (AsiaNews photo)

SHANGHAI: June 7, Trinity Sun-
day, was the first Sunday when 
churches in China were reopened 
in most provinces. They had been 
closed for four months because of 
COVID-19.

Shaanxi was the first province: 
it opened churches on May 30 last, 
celebrating Pentecost, the Church’s 
birthday. Later, one province after 
another, churches reopened in Zhe-
jiang, Shanghai, Beijing, Shanxi, 
Sichuan, Hebei, etc.

The government released the 
opening permit document on June 
2. The opening of churches must 
respond to the concerns of the pro-
vincial government, implementing 
all of the directives according to 
three principles: “territorial man-
agement, orderly control, timely 
responsibility”.

In turn, following government 
orders, the churches prepared 
to take precautionary measures 
against the epidemic situation: by 
setting up emergency leadership 
groups in each church; outbreak 
prevention groups; security and lo-
gistics groups.

The faithful are asked to cooper-
ate by following various require-
ments: when they come to church, 
they must present a code indicat-
ing their health status on their cell 
phone; measure body temperature 
and wear a mask; keep a meter 
away from other people; take com-
munion in the hand; after the Mass 
leave the church without staying or 
being together; do not whisper or 
walk in church; taking pictures is 
prohibited; churches must keep the 
building ventilated, opening doors 
and windows. People with body 
temperatures above 37.2 ° C and 
respiratory tract infections are pro-
hibited from entering the church; 
those who have just returned from 

the main epidemic areas or abroad 
can enter it only after 14 days.

Strict rules also apply to govern-
ment staff: if they come to church, 
they must contact in advance and 
book; when they arrive, they must 
present the relevant certificates.

From June 2, each community 
has organised the cleaning and san-
itisation of the parish building; the 
vestments for the liturgical celebra-
tions are washed during the day 
and dried in the sun. On Sunday, to 
reduce the massive presence of the 
faithful, 3 or more Masses are cel-
ebrated. During the week there is 
Mass every morning where, how-
ever, the participants are few.

During the months of quarantine, 
the faithful remained without the 
Eucharist. Some of them confess 
that after a long time “they long to 
attend Mass. Without this, it was a 

little empty.”
During the closure, thanks to 

Wechat and the internet, almost all 
priests and nuns maintained rela-
tionships with the faithful with a 
variety of catechism courses or to 
broadcast Mass. The faithful ap-
preciated these opportunities for 
study and personal prayer.

The isolation of many parts 
of China, starting with Wuhan 
(Hubei), the epicentre of the pan-
demic, began on January 23. Wu-
han was reopened on April 8, 
just before Easter. However, the 
churches there remained closed 
until this week. Unfortunately, in 
some areas of Hubei and the north-
east, churches are still closed. In 
the provinces of Jilin, Liaoning, 
Helongjiang, the epidemic has not 
yet stopped. — By Grazia Teresa 
Xiao, AsiaNews

Despite many conditions, the 
churches in China reopen

Baptism on the feastday of the Holy Trinity 
brings happiness to 31 catechumens
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After four months, churches in China reopened in most provinces in China on 
June 7, 2020. (AsiaNews photo)

Flood submerges Biblical 
miracle site in Israel
EL-ARAJ, Israel: An excavation 
of the site of the Biblical miracle 
where Jesus Christ fed the 5,000 
has been stopped by a huge flood.

The village of Bethsaida in Is-
rael has been submerged by Lake 
Kinneret, forcing archeologists to 
abandon the site.

Bethsaida is said to be the fish-
ing village where Jesus fed the 
masses with just five loaves and 
two fish and where Jesus helped 
a blind man see. It was also the 
home of disciples Peter, Andrew 
and Philip.

Prof Moti Aviam of Kinneret 
College, who is leading the ex-
cavation, said digging had been 
abandoned for the rest of this year.

“The entire site is covered today 
with a large lagoon in which cat-
fish are swimming,” he told media.

“We think that nothing will hap-

pen to the antiquities below the 
water and the water will recede 
slowly, but we will not be able to 
dig this year.”

The excavation site at El-Araj 
is one of two sites — the other is 
Et-Tell — identified by archeolo-
gists as the ancient settlement, but 
Aviam believes the former is the 
better contender.

“El-Araj is on the lake shore, not 
like Et-Tell, which is two kilome-
tres inland. This is more appropri-
ate for a fishing village,” he said.

Roman historian Titus Flavius 
Josephus described the village as 
being close to where the River Jor-
dan enters the Sea of Galilee.

Aviam said El-Araj not only 
matches the location but also 
shows signs of the enlarged Ro-
man settlement Josephus de-
scribed. — ucanews.com 



HERALD June 14, 2020World8

ROME: As the number of coronavi-
rus cases in Brazil continued to grow 
and as the country’s daily death toll 
surpassed that of the United States, 
Pope Francis telephoned Archbishop 
Orlando Brandes of Aparecida, ask-
ing him to assure Brazilians of his 
prayers.

According to Vatican News, the 
call June 10 was the third Pope Fran-
cis had made to a Brazilian bishop 
since late April when the rate of the 
pandemic’s spread in Brazil began 
making global headlines.

“With these three phone calls, our 
Pope has made his heart beat very 
close to ours,” Brandes said in a 
statement.

According to the World Health Or-
ganisation, as of June 11 the United 
States was still leading the world in 

the number of COVID-19 cases with 
more than 1.9 million confirmed 
cases. Brazil was second with almost 
740,000 confirmed cases.

Also according to WHO figures, 
almost 112,000 U.S. residents had 
died of the disease, followed by close 
to 41,000 people in the United King-
dom and 38,400 in Brazil. However, 
in late May, the daily death toll in 
Brazil began surpassing that of the 
United States.

Brandes said Pope Francis told 
him, “Tell the Brazilian people that I 
not only pray for all of you, but that I 
keep you always in my heart.”

Recalling his own devotion to Our 
Lady of Aparecida, Pope Francis 
also encouraged the country’s Cath-
olics to seek comfort and protection 
“in the arms of our mother.” — CNS

Pope phones Brazilian 
archbishop as pandemic spreads

VATICAN: The mandate given by 
Pope Francis to the Vatican’s coro-
navirus commission was to prepare 
a future full of hope amid chaos and 
uncertainty, Cardinal Peter Turkson 
said.

In a livestreamed meeting with Vat-
ican Media journalists June 9, Cardi-
nal Turkson, prefect of the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human De-
velopment, said the Pope’s words to 
“prepare the future” rather than “pre-
pare for the future” are rooted in the 
teachings of his predecessor, Pope 
Benedict XVI.

The cardinal, who also leads the 
recently formed commission, recalled 
Pope Benedict’s address during his 
visit to Benin, in which the now-re-
tired pontiff said that “to hope is to be 

open to the future and to be open to 
the future is to be open to God.”

“Preparing the future is in that line 
and the moment you introduce God 
into the discourse,” you also intro-
duce the human person, the cardinal 
said. “So, preparing the future for 
Pope Francis, then, is preparing a fu-
ture that is made up of human beings: 
you and I.”

Pope Francis created the commis-
sion in mid-April to confront the chal-
lenges the world is facing in battling 
the coronavirus pandemic and what 
it will inevitably face in its aftermath.

The commission is divided into 
five working groups focused on spe-
cific aspects of the pandemic and will 
formulate “an analysis and a reflec-
tion on the socioeconomic and cul- tural challenges of the future and pro-

posed guidelines to address them,” 
the Vatican said Apr 15.

Cardinal Turkson told the Vatican 
Media journalists that the future being 
prepared is one that “completely inte-
grates the human being in its dignity, 
in all its reality and in all its senses.”

For Pope Francis, he said, it means 
preparing a system that “fully inte-
grates the human person, that makes 
all systems very inclusive [and is] 
characterised by solidarity so that the 
human person is never treated as an 
afterthought or something that is left 
aside.”

Addressing the global efforts to 
prevent the spread of the virus, Cardi-
nal Turkson said that the commission 
is also preparing for a “humanity that 
is interconnected, that is bound to-

gether in solidarity, and that takes care 
of all so that nobody is left behind.”

The current crisis, he added, is also 
“characterised by a sense of tender-
ness, which makes the great reach 
down to the lowly and makes the 
lowly feel welcomed in the system 
that we have.”

“That is the future that Pope Fran-
cis wants us to create,” Cardinal Turk-
son said. It is “a future of restored hu-
manity — in full dignity and a sense 
of inclusiveness — characterised by 
a great sense of solidarity where the 
big, the rich and the powerful come 
down in tenderness toward the lowly 
to make the lowly feel part of the sys-
tem.” — By Junno Arocho Esteves, 
CNS

Hope in post-pandemic world 
can only be achieved together

VATICAN: With so many people left 
unemployed or in a precarious posi-
tion because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Pope Francis launched a fund 
aimed specifically at helping people 
in Rome struggling economically in 
the wake of the crisis.

“This fund is meant to be a sign 
that can urge people of goodwill to 
offer a concrete gesture of inclusion, 
especially toward those who are 
seeking comfort, hope and recogni-
tion of their rights” and dignity as 
workers, wrote the Pope, who is the 
bishop of Rome.

The Pope invited priests, citizens, 
institutions and organisations to do-
nate to the fund, called Gesu Divino 
Lavoratore (Jesus the Divine Work-
er). He announced he had made an 
initial allocation of 1 million euro 
($1.12 million) to the Rome diocesan 
Caritas.

The project was announced  June 9 
by the Vicariate of Rome.

Cardinal Angelo De Donatis, the 
papal vicar for Rome, said the ini-
tiative was just the latest sign of the 
Pope’s loving care and concern for 
the people of Rome. The cardinal 
said in a press release on June 9 that 
he hoped everyone would do their 
part and come together to renew the 
city and create “a real and genuine 
alliance for Rome.”

In a letter to De Donatis, the Pope 
said he was aware of how the pan-
demic has led to ongoing pain, sor-
row and suffering, “seriously under-

mining the social fabric of our city.”
So many people have shown great 

generosity and solidarity from the 
beginning of the pandemic, he said, 
but it has not been enough.

Government institutions, commu-
nity leaders and groups representing 
businesses and workers are all called 
to listen to the desire of many citi-
zens to work together for the com-
mon good “and to transform it into 
policies and concrete action for the 
good of the city,” the Pope wrote.

“I care greatly about protecting 
the dignity of the people who have 
been hit hardest by the effects of this 
pandemic, especially those who risk 
remaining excluded” from govern-
ment programmes or other formal 
channels of support and, therefore, 
require some kind of support so they 

can get back on their feet, he wrote.
“My thoughts also go to the great 

multitudes of day labourers and tran-
sient workers, those with contracts 
that have not been renewed, those 
paid by the hour, interns, domestic 
workers, small-business owners, 
self-employed workers, especially 
those in the hardest hit industries” 
and connected enterprises, he wrote.

Many of these people are moth-
ers and fathers struggling to put food 
on the table for their children and to 
provide just the bare necessities, he 
added.

Francis invited all of the priests in 
the diocese to be the first to contrib-
ute to the fund and to be “enthusias-
tic supporters” of the need for shar-
ing, beyond just what is easy to part 
with, in their community.

Pope creates fund for workers in Rome 
struggling in wake of pandemic

A man walks past a coffee bar and cafeteria on the Via della Conciliazione 
near the Vatican June 9, 2020. The sign in the window says, "Without 
government help, we cannot reopen. Thousands of employees at risk." (CNS 
photo/Cindy Wooden)

An activist reacts near “graves” on Copacabana beach in Rio de Janeiro June 
11, 2020. The graves were dug to symbolise those who died from COVID-19. 
(CNS photo/Pilar Olivares, Reuters)

Cardinal Turkson, head of the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development, is pictured in 
a screen grab during a livestream 
meeting with Vatican journalists 
June 9, 2020. (CNS screen grab/
Vatican Media)

JAKARTA:  As Indonesia gradu-
ally eases COVID-19 restrictions, 
though not simultaneously across 
the nation, President Joko Widodo 
has turned to religious leaders to sup-
port his exit strategy.On June 2, four 
days after an opinion poll revealed 
public dissatisfaction with the gov-
ernment’s handling of the pandemic, 
Widodo held a closed-door meeting 
with eight religious figures to solicit 
their opinions and support.

These figures included the Indone-
sian Bishops’ Conference chairman, 
Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo, and Rev. 
Gomar Gultom, head of the Com-
munion of Churches in Indonesia.

The meeting was considered 
important as three days later Ja-
karta governor Anies Baswedan 
announced the start of the “new nor-
mal” in the capital city of more than 
11 million inhabitants.

The meeting was not just routine 

but an opportunity for the president 
and religious leaders to learn from 
each other. It was a time for the pres-
ident to admit to the government’s 
shortcomings and seek religious 
leaders’ help.

It was not the first time Widodo 
has sought advice from religious 
leaders. Before his second inaugura-
tion as president last year, Widodo 
met religious leaders to listen to 
their views on how to deal with na-

tionwide protests against a new anti-
corruption law and revised Criminal 
Code.

The most nerve-racking situa-
tion was perhaps when conservative 
Muslim groups and his political ri-
vals accused him of being anti-Islam 
after he issued a decree disbanding 
Hizbut Tahrir, a radical group ac-
cused of being behind attempts to 
create an Islamic caliphate in In-
donesia. His rivals called for his 

impeachment, but with the help of 
moderate Muslim groups he sur-
vived.

Widodo, a very devout Muslim, 
once said that he respects leaders of 
any religion for their closeness to the 
heart of believers. With that in mind, 
he has continued to see them as the 
nation’s problem solvers, no matter 
how difficult the social and political 
paths the country walks through. —
ucanews.com

Indonesian president wise to turn to religion



Irish bishops give guidance on 
Church reopening

First chance to receive Eucharist at Mass in months leaves some in tears

DUBLIN: The Irish bishops have 
issued guidance to priests and par-
ishes on the resumption of public 
worship in which they stress that 
“in all circumstances the safety 
and health of people, ministers, and 
priests must be paramount”.

Last Friday the Government an-
nounced it was accelerating the 
reopening of the country, bringing 
forward the date for the resumption 
of public worship to June 29 from 
July 20.

On Tuesday, following an online 
meeting of the Irish hierarchy on 
Monday, the Irish Bishops’ Con-
ference issued their Framework 
Document for a return to the public 
celebration of Mass and the Sacra-
ments. 

Under the new guidelines the 
bishops have set out a checklist for 
churches on managing social dis-
tancing, hand sanitising, the restric-
tion of numbers in a church, dis-

tributing communion, confession, 
baptisms and catering for people 
with special needs.

Dispensation from the Sunday 
and Holy Day obligations are to be 
extended.

On the distribution of Commun-
ion, the bishops recommend that 
priests and Ministers of the Eucha-
rist “should wear a face-covering 
while distributing Communion” 
and that Communion should be 
received in the hand only and be 
restricted to the Communion host. 
They must also visibly sanitise their 
hands both before and after the dis-
tribution of Communion.

The guidelines appeal for care to 
be taken to avoid contamination of 
hosts which are to be consecrated 
and that only a sufficient number of 
hosts for each Mass should be con-
secrated.

A small table should be provid-
ed at each point of distribution of 

Communion with a bottle of sani-
tise to enable the priest/minister to 
re-sanitise their hands if necessary 
during the distribution of Commun-
ion.

Numbers attending Masses, com-
munions and confirmations, will be 
tightly restricted in line with social 
distancing requirements of two me-
tres. In their statement, the hierar-
chy stress that physical distancing 
must be applied as people enter and 
leave churches.

The checklist on social distanc-
ing and hygiene protocols requires 
churches to clearly indicate the ar-
eas where people can sit by closing 
off rows of seats, and allowing one 
person to sit at the end of each free 
row, though those from the same 
household can sit together.

Every church must have stewards 
to assist people and direct them to 
available seats and churches must 
provide clear advice on physical 

distancing outside as people wait to 
enter and sanitise their hands.

The bishops’ recommendations 
require churches to keep all their 
holy water fonts empty and to pro-
vide hand sanitisers at all entrances 
and exits.

In their statement, the bishops 
appealed for “patience, persever-
ance and self-sacrifice”. They said 

the prescriptions contained in the 
Framework Document “will only 
be effective if we have the generous 
support of volunteers who will help 
to plan, implement and manage the 
transition back to full parish life and 
the celebration of the sacraments.” 
They appealed to younger members 
of parishes to get involved. — By 
Sarah MacDonald, Tablet

In Ontario, the provincial govern-
ment lifted the blanket ban on ser-
vices, allowing churches to resume 
public Masses and seat up to 30 per 
cent of their capacity — the highest 
allowance in Canada — starting June 
12.

Premier Doug Ford announced the 
loosening of restrictions June 8 as 
Ontario moved into stage 2 of its reo-
pening plan. With Ontario churches 
reopening, Quebec is the only Cana-
dian province yet to resume public 
Masses in some form.

But not all Catholic churches in 
Ontario will reopen on June 12. 
They will need to develop protocols 
to provide added hygiene, allow 
parishioners to maintain proper dis-
tancing and ensure that no more than 
30 per cent of the pews are occupied. 
Those precautions will require extra 
volunteers and, in many cases, a de-
cision on whether the seats will go on 
a first-come, first-served basis or if a 
reservation system or other seating 
method will be implemented.

“We thank Premier Ford and 
Minister Monte McNaughton, who 

coordinated and liaised with faith 
communities during this period of 
pandemic, for their efforts in rec-
ognising the importance of places 
of worship for so many Ontarians,” 
Cardinal Thomas Collins of Toronto 
said in a statement welcoming the 
move. “We also appreciate the op-
portunity for constructive dialogue 
over the last number of weeks re-
garding our concerns and sugges-
tions for a path forward.” — CNS

A man holds Rosary beads in Dublin, Ireland. (Brian Lawless/PA Archive/
PA Images)
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PORTLAND, Maine: A parish priest 
in Bangor, Maine, said he saw many 
Massgoers “in tears” as they took 
holy Communion for the first time 
in close to three months at a publicly 
celebrated Mass June 7, Trinity Sun-
day, at St Paul the Apostle Church.

Fr Augustine Nellary, parochial 
vicar of the parish, said he was “ex-
tremely excited to have some of our 
parishioners back in the church and 
celebrate the Eucharist with them. I 
saw many of them in tears as they 
received the Eucharist.”

Across the country, Archbishop 
Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles cel-
ebrated his first Mass with faithful 
present at the Cathedral of Our Lady 
of the Angels. Attendance was lim-
ited to 100 people, on a first-come, 

first-served basis, following the 
guidelines and regulations set by the 
Los Angeles County Health Depart-
ment and the archdiocese.

In his homily, Archbishop Gomez 
said: “Today marks a beautiful new 
beginning for the family of God here 
in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
as many of our churches are opening 
to celebrate the Eucharist for the first 
time in many weeks.”

“God is love! This is the meaning 
of the Trinity. And God’s love is per-
sonal. The Father creates us, the Son 
comes to redeem us, and the Spirit is 
sent to sanctify us,” he said.

“This beautiful teaching about 
the Holy Trinity is important for us 
in these days when we are seeing 
demonstrations about racism in Los 

Angeles and cities across the coun-
try,” he said, referring to the wide-
spread protests demanding racial 
justice that have been ongoing since 
the May 25 death of George Floyd, a 
46-year-old African American man, 
at the hands of a white police officer 
in Minneapolis.

“When we contemplate the Trin-
ity, we see the truth that God loves 
every person, that every person is 
made in his image and likeness, 
that we are all sons and daughters 
in Christ, called to belong to God’s 
family,” Archbishop Gomez contin-
ued. “I think we can all reflect on the 
duty that we have in this moment, to 
be peacemakers when our society 
is divided about these questions of 
race and equality.”

On May 26, Archbishop Gomez 
told priests and parish staff churches 
in the archdiocese could begin to 

open to the public the first week of 
June if they implemented certain 
safety guidelines.

In recent weeks, US dioceses have 
begun issuing plans for the gradual 
reopening of churches over several 
phases with the safety of congregants, 
priests, deacons and other parish staff 
foremost in the minds of Catholic of-
ficials — and with safety protocols 
in place, including required mask 
wearing and social distancing inside 
church, and with seating in designated 
pews.

The gradual or planned opening of 
churches — with limits on congre-
gation size — have for the most part 
come as cities and states announce 
a gradual reopening of a variety of 
what they deem as “nonessential” 
public and private entities, including 
churches, as the threat of COVID-19 
has subsided — but not gone away 
entirely

Dioceses are still encouraging on-
line giving to parishes, and Masses 
pretty much everywhere continue to 
be livestreamed.

In the statewide Diocese of Port-
land, Maine, the effort to reopen 
churches, even in a limited fashion, 
prompted creativity among clergy and 

parish staff. No more than 50 people 
could be in attendance, masks were 
mandatory, and temporary pew seat-
ing arrangements ensured social-dis-
tancing guidelines were followed. In 
addition, reservations were required to 
make sure capacity wasn’t exceeded.

But Catholics felt the regulations 
and protocols were small prices to 
pay for the opportunity to be together 
again.

“People were so very happy to be 
back at Mass. I told them how won-
derful it was to have more people to 
pray with,” said Fr John Skehan, pas-
tor of St Michael Parish in Augusta. “I 
told them I felt as though I was pray-
ing with a congregation of bank rob-
bers since they were all masked!”

“We are grateful to God that we 
are able once again to celebrate and 
receive Eucharist together,” Bishop 
Robert P. Deeley of Portland told 
Massgoers during his June 7 Mass at 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Portland.

“How nice to see you this morning! 
Over these last three months, I have 
known that you are there, but it is nice 
to see some of you actually here with 
us this morning,” he added.

The bishop also described the work 
being completed at Maine churches 
after each Mass to keep those attend-
ing safe, including the sanitisation of 
seats and pews, knobs, door handles, 
bathrooms, altars, musical equipment 
and other touched surfaces.

US Dioceses issue plans for gradual reopening In Canada, blanket ban lifted

Parishioners at Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help in Sherwood Park, Alberta, 
receive Communion from their pas-
tor, Fr Jim Corrigan, June 1, 2020.  
(CNS photo/Matthew Bodnarek, 
Grandin Media) 

A hand-sanitizing station is seen at the entrance to the sanctuary of St Louis 
Church in Batesville, Ind., May 23, 2020. (CNS photo/Katie Rutter) 

Fr Michal Sajnog of Our Lady of the Wayside Parish in Chaptico, Md., gives 
Communion to a woman on Pentecost Sunday May 31, 2020. About two-
and-a-half months after public Masses were halted due to safety precautions 
against the spread of the coronavirus, parishioners came home to Mass as 
some restrictions were lifted in the Archdiocese of Washington. (CNS photo/
Andrew Biraj, Catholic Standard) 
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A woman candidate for the archbishop of Lyon! Anne Soupa’s 
provocative declaration has Catholics talking. Some sup-

porters are infuriated or consider it inappropriate. And still others 
are indifferent and think that the fight lies elsewhere, reminding 
us that Christians also have to get involved in the world to make 
it more just and more united.

But the initiative is shaking up the Catholic imagination, and 
that is a good thing. Is it really necessary, however, to use acts of 
provocation?

We all need to work together to envision the Church of tomor-
row, a Church capable of accompanying the existential questions 
of our contemporaries.

Of course, the issue is not the relevance of the Gospel, but the 
way it is proclaimed and how it is shared in a society that under-
stands less and less the language and symbols Catholics use to 
express and celebrate their faith.

In a rapidly changing world, the Church needs to leave the 
beaten path. Pope Francis invites us to do this by calling for a 
Church that “goes out of itself”.

But we are like prisoners of our imagination and must admit 
that it’s an imagination that has been shaped for centuries by men 
and for men.

Scripture, the interpretation of events and history, theology, the 
governance of the institution, preaching... All this has been the 
exclusive prerogative of men for centuries.

And because of this, it’s not at all clear that the men of the 
Church will spontaneously decide to share these responsibilities 
with women. How can we fail to see that theology can also be 
used to maintain the status quo?
The image of the Church has cracked
The sharing of responsibilities with women is, moreover, only 
one aspect of the more global question of the role of the laity. 
The image of the Church today has cracked because of the many 
different types of abuse that have been committed within it.

Sexual abuse, the abuse of power and conscience, and abusive 
spiritual relationships that lead to situations of control. There are 
endless examples and they have provoked disgust among many 
Catholics.

Beyond individual faults and deviations, we have seen that 
priests or founders of communities are often put on a pedestal, 
making them above all suspicion. There is an urgent need to de-
construct this illusion in order to establish more fraternal rela-
tionships that take into account each person’s fragility.

Finally, we are still locked into a territorial vision of the 
Church, modelled on parishes. But these attract fewer and fewer 
people, and those who do participate in parish life don’t always 
find the spiritual nourishment for which they are looking.

In order to reach our contemporaries, we have to invent other 
places of Church. There are already many initiatives, even if 
some are only modest.
Forums for dialogue are lacking
Inventing the Church of tomorrow requires being able to speak 
about this imagination, the existing gaps with the reality that 
Catholics experience and to work on its transformation. The Let-
ter of Pope Francis to the People of God urges us to do this.

But the Church lacks forums for dialogue. When there is little 
room for discussion on the role of women in the Church, some 
think they have no other option than to be confrontational and 
provocative.

The popes have written much about the so-called “feminine 
genius” and the role of women in the Church. But they have 
never instituted a real dialogue with women.

In France, the bishops have already invited lay people to come 
and discuss ecological issues with them. This is a very important 
subject that challenges our lifestyles and can, in turn, also help 
renew the Church.

One dreams of going even further today. Many Catho-
lics are ready to work with the bishops in imagining the 
Church of tomorrow. — Monique Baujard, Véronique Fayet,                                                        
Marie Mullet-Abrassart, Véronique Prat, Dominique Quinio,                                             

LCI (https://international.la-croix.com)

Imagining the 
Church of tomorrow

The COVID-19 pandemic will 
have an impact on the world or-
der and international relations, 

and of course also on the Catholic 
Church.
The papacy stands out as a global refer-
ence point. That’s partly because most 
world leaders have lost credibility.

But it’s also because Pope Francis, 
from the very beginning of his pon-
tificate, has continually articulated the 
vision of the one human family in this 
one world: a world made of borders 
that can become thresholds for new hu-
man relations.

Papal teaching in recent years has 
paved the way for a “global peace pro-
cess” – from Laudato Si’ (the 2015 en-
cyclical on care for our common home) 
to the Document on Human Fraternity 
(co-signed by Francis and the Grand 
Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, 
in Abu Dhabi on February 4,2019).

The letter and the spirit of these ex-
traordinary texts could not be more vis-
ibly different from the policies of the 
strongmen that currently lead govern-
ments in places like the United States, 
Russia, India, Turkey and Brazil.

Post-pandemic world: speed bump 
or major detour?
We don’t know what will happen to the 
world order once the pandemic is over. 
The end of this global crisis could be a 
speed bump or a major detour.

But it will probably look less like the 
global recession of 2008 and more like 
the year 1919 – opening to a new world 
order with very different consequences 
in different countries.

In Italy it meant the rise of Fascist 
rule between 1922-1925 and for two 
decades until the end of World War II. 
On the other hand, Benedict XV ar-
ticulated a new Catholic doctrine on 
the missions with his 1919 encyclical 
Maximum Illud. This staked out the 
Catholic Church’s independence from 
nationalist and colonialist enterprises.

The 1920s also marked an accelera-
tion of the Catholic tradition of favour-
ing multilateralism. For all the uncer-
tainties, we know where the backbone 
of contemporary Catholic teaching 
stands on human rights, migration, the 
economy, globalisation and the envi-
ronment.

The Pope’s analysis is right
We can already see that the global 
health crisis has confirmed Pope Fran-
cis’ interpretation of our times as a 
disruption of globalisation. There is an 
undeniable crisis of multilateral institu-
tions.

As Gaïdz Minassian and Marc Semo 
wrote in Le Monde recently, this crisis 
is “old, profound; and, by now, more 
evident than ever”.

There are different ways of looking 
at the consequences of the pandemic on 
the world order. Some see this moment 
as a crisis of internationalism in terms 
of trying to stop globalisation as the 

path to prosperity.
“The pandemic has prompted an 

anachronism, a revival of the walled 
city in an age when prosperity depends 
on global trade and movement of peo-
ple. The world’s democracies need to 
defend and sustain their Enlightenment 
values,” wrote former US Secretary of 
State, Henry Kissinger, in a Wall Street 
Journal op-ed.

Others say we are witnessing a threat 
to the liberal democratic model, given 
“the triumph of non-individualist de-
mocracies in Asia”. It is a threat that is 
also looming in some countries of Eu-
rope.

What will happen in Asia?
“COVID-19 will also accelerate the 
shift in power and influence from West 
to East,” wrote Stephen Walt in the 
magazine Foreign Policy.

“South Korea and Singapore have 
responded best, and China has reacted 
well after its early mistakes. The re-
sponse in Europe and America has 
been slow and haphazard by compari-
son, further tarnishing the aura of the 
Western ‘brand’,” he said.

Some experts predict that the han-
dling of the pandemic could be the be-
ginning of an upheaval for Communist 
China.

The Catholic Church is watching 
with great concern the role China is 
forging in international relations.

The Holy See and China’s charm 
offensive
Beijing has conducted a very aggres-
sive soft power campaign that has di-
vided Europe. Eastern European coun-
tries (both members and non-members 
of the EU) have begun embracing Chi-
nese leadership as they began receiving 
aid from the Chinese government.

What has been the Holy See's re-
sponse to this very rapidly shifting situ-
ation? At first glance it would appear 
that it is reacting favourably to Chinese 
charm similar to the way some Euro-
pean countries (including Italy) have.

But looking more carefully, one de-
tects a much more nuanced and subtle 
approach. Vatican statements thanking 
China in early April for sending aid and 
supplies to fight the coronavirus are a 
case in point.

In the pages of L’Osservatore Ro-
mano and communiqués issued from 
the Holy See Press Office, the Vatican 
specifically expressed thanks to “the 
Red Cross Society of China and the 
Hebei Jinde Charities Foundation”, as 
well as to “the bishops, the Catholic 
faithful, the Catholic institutions and 
all Chinese citizens”. The wordsmith-
ing effort was clearly aimed at avoiding 
any interpretation of the Vatican’s state-
ment of gratitude as an endorsement of 
Beijing.

This approach is also meant to coun-
terbalance the views of some prominent 
Catholics around the world who see the 
role of China in a much more negative 

way. Myanmar's Cardinal Charles Bo, 
for instance, took a very different and 
very strong public stance against the 
Chinese regime by connecting its han-
dling of the pandemic to its record on 
human rights and religious liberty.

Catholic social teaching and the                
post-COVID 19 world
The coronavirus pandemic is raising 
questions on the viability of a set of po-
litical ideas and values that have shaped 
the international order in the post-1945 
world.

Regarding the Catholic Church’s 
teaching and understanding of human-
ity, some of them are no-brainers.

They include an espousal of multi-
lateralism over nationalism; belief that 
constitutional democracy, rather than 
dictatorship and authoritarianism, is 
more compatible with the Gospel; and 
a commitment to the Church’s work for 
peace and disarmament, as well as in-
ternational social and economic justice; 
in the framework of a culture of life.

On other issues, the Vatican’s posture 
will be more difficult to predict.

The post-1945 alignment between 
Catholicism and the geopolitics of 
NATO has been radically thrown into 
question by the aftermath of 9/11 and, 
lately, by the Trump administration.

It’s still not clear what the import of 
the Holy See’s diplomatic opening up 
to China will mean in the long run. And 
it faces other challenges in how to deal 
with the new ideological splits between 
Eastern and Western Europe.

Compared to previous pandemics, 
religious liberty has become an emerg-
ing issue for the Catholic Church in 
some countries not really affected by 
the culture wars. In Italy, for example, 
there have been unprecedented tensions 
between the bishops’ conference and 
the national government.

The pandemic has created a situation 
of great uncertainty in international 
relations. And the papacy and Vatican 
diplomacy have to navigate this.

The difference is that Catholicism 
does not suffer from the same uncer-
tainty in terms of doctrine: there is no 
real vacuum in how the Church’s mag-
isterium looks at the modern global 
world.

It is a doctrine that was tempered by 
a series of historical shocks that had 
consequences on theological and mag-
isterial development: the fall of the Pa-
pal States in 1870; the two world wars 
and their aftermath; the illusion of an 
unquestionable liberal world order at 
the end of the Cold War; the post-9/11 
instability…

Compared to the ideological life rafts 
that dot today’s horizon, the Barque 
of Peter has greater stability. The big 
question is how much sound Vatican 
social doctrine will be able to influ-
ence Catholics in their own local and 
national contexts. — By Massimo 
Faggioli, LCI (https://international.                     
la-croix.com)

The Vatican and 
the post-pandemic 
world order
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FRIBOURG, Switzerland: A 
Swiss bishop’s appointment of a 
lay mother of three to a senior ad-
ministrative post previously held 
by a priest has raised eyebrows in 
conservative Catholic circles, at a 
time when a strengthened role for 
women in the Church is under de-
bate in other European countries.

Marianne Pohl-Henzen will 
serve as an “episcopal delegate” 
in the diocese of Lausanne, Ge-
neva and Fribourg, and will also 
be joining Bishop Charles More-
rod's episcopal council, the main 
governance advisory body which 
is traditionally made up of priests 
and bishops.

Pope Francis has insisted 
women should be given greater 
decision-making roles in Church 
governance. He has recently re-
constituted a study commission 
on whether women can be or-
dained deacons, but has upheld a 
ban on women priests and counts 
no women among his top advis-
ers.

Church conservatives are par-
ticularly sensitive to any moves 
involving women in decision-
making roles usually reserved 
for men, fearing they could set in 
motion changes that could even-
tually lead to women being or-
dained priests.

Swiss Church leaders insist 
Pohl-Henzen’s role as “episcopal 
delegate” for the German-speak-
ing part of the Fribourg canton, 
or region, will be different from 
that of her predecessor. He had 
been an “episcopal vicar,” which 
under Church law is an ordained 
priest whose main task is to help 
the bishop govern a part of his 

diocese, including with authority 
over priests.

Pohl-Henzen, who had been 
the vicar’s No 2 for years, is sim-
ply rising to the top job on Aug 1. 
She says she obviously won't car-
ry out religious duties that only a 
priest could.

“It’s a small step,” she said in 
an interview. “If other steps hap-
pen when it comes to women in 
the Church, it will be through 
men first. For example, perhaps 
the requirement of the celibacy 
of priests will fall. The next step 
could be women as deacons. And 
maybe far, far later, women as 
priests.”

“But we know many people 
don’t want that to happen so we 
cannot push much,” she added. 
“We need to take it step by step.”

Catholic doctrine reserves the 
priesthood for men, and Church 
tradition requires Latin rite 
priests to be celibate.

Like many countries in western 
Europe, Switzerland has seen a 
steady collapse in the number of 
Catholic priestly vocations, with 
fewer than a dozen new diocesan 
priests ordained each year for the 
past several years, according to 
Vatican statistics.

Morerod said his move was 
about letting “priests do the job 
of priests” and outsourcing ad-
ministrative matters to laypeo-
ple — irrespective of gender. In 
a telephone interview, Morerod 
said he hadn’t received any “re-
proach” from the Vatican over 
Pohl-Henzen’s appointment.

Pohl-Henzen said some “not 

very flattering” comments were 
made about Morerod after her 
appointment was announced last 
month, but added that many in 
her community have congratu-
lated her over it.

Some conservative and tradi-
tionalist Catholic commentators 
in Italy and the United States 
have claimed that the appoint-
ment is ambiguous, since she ap-
parently will be doing the work 
of a vicar but with a different ti-
tle.

But the Rev Robert Gahl, a 
moral theologian at the Opus 
Dei-run Pontifical Holy Cross 
University in Rome, said the title 
change is crucial, and Morerod 
clearly is not making her a vicar.

“Marianne Pohl-Henzen seems 
to have proven her capabilities in 
bridging diverse language groups 
that sometimes have conflicts,” 
he said by e-mail, adding “It’s 
wonderful that she has the confi-
dence of the bishop.”

Gahl said her appointment to 
the episcopal council was also 
to be welcomed, saying it brings 
“the possibility to offer a new 
perspective.”

Conservatives’ fear has been 
heightened because of a push in 
neighbouring Germany to open 
up even more leadership roles to 
women and an official dialogue 
process launched earlier this year 
between Germany’s bishops and 
a powerful lay group that is de-
manding change.

Even traditionally Catholic 
France is seeing women increas-
ingly protest their second-class 
status in the Church, fuelled in 
part by clergy sexual abuse and 

cover-up scandals.
In Lyon, Anne Soupa has made 

a splash with her unprecedented, 
symbolic, and self-admittedly 
impossible bid to take up the post 
of archbishop left vacant after the 
resignation of former Cardinal 
Philippe Barbarin. He was con-
victed, then acquitted, of cover-
ing up for a pedophile priest.

Barbarin resigned anyway, say-
ing it was time for change, and 
Francis accepted the resignation 
in January.

“My candidacy is not for me, 
it’s so that other women can 
take this opportunity and apply,” 
Soupa said. “So that tomorrow, 
other women can say ‘I could be 
bishop, I could be nuncio, I could 
be priest, I could be deacon.”’

“I think there is a blindness 
problem inside the Catholic 
Church,” she added by video 
call. “Canon law has been writ-
ten by men and for men, and it’s 
inconceivable to put women in it. 
And we are not even given the 
freedom to think that it could be 
different.”

Soupa has no chance, since the 
Church’s in-house law and centu-
ries of doctrine say only ordained 
priests can be bishops and arch-
bishops, since bishops must trace 
their lineage to Christ’s original 
apostles.

In addition, one doesn’t cam-
paign to be a bishop, since the 
vetting process is conducted in 
secret and directed by the Vati-
can’s ambassador in consulta-
tion with the country’s bishops, 
for a final decision by the Pope. 
— By Nadine Achooui-Lesage,    
Jamey Keaten, AP/NCR

Eyebrows raised as Swiss bishop 
taps woman for senior job

Marianne Pohl Henzen smiles in the St Paul sisters church in Fribourg, 
Switzerland, June 3, 2020. A Swiss bishop’s appointment of Marianne Pohl 
Henzen, a lay mother of three, to a senior administrative post previously held 
by a priest has raised eyebrows in conservative Catholic circles, at a time 
when a strengthened role for women in the Church is under debate in other 
European countries (AP/Nadine Achoui-Lesage)

VATICAN:  The Vatican has in-
tervened to halt a controversial 
plan to reorganise a German dio-
cese.

Bishop Stephan Ackermann of 
Trier met with the heads of the 
Congregation for Clergy and the 
Pontifical Council for Legisla-
tive Texts in Rome on June 5 
to discuss the diocesan plans to 
restructure several hundred par-
ishes into 35 “XXL parishes.”

On June 6, the diocese con-
firmed that the meeting took 
place between Ackermann and 
diocesan officials, and Cardinal 
Beniamino Stella and Archbish-
op Filippo Iannone, who lead the 
two curial departments. While 
the meeting was held in a “posi-
tive atmosphere,” CNA Deutsch 
reported that the diocesan plans 
may not be implemented in their 
current form.

According to a statement from 
the diocese, “the Congregation 
for Clergy, like the Pontifical 
Council for Legislative Texts, 
has concerns about the proposed 

reform of the parishes, as de-
scribed in the law on the imple-
mentation of the results of the 
diocesan synod.”

The diocese said that the con-
cerns were “in particular as re-
gards the role of the pastor in the 
leadership team of the parish, the 
service of other priests, the con-
ception of the parish bodies, the 
size of the future parishes and 
the speed of implementation.”

The restructuring programme 
was formally adopted by the dio-
cese in October last year, follow-
ing a three-year diocesan synod 
aimed at addressing declining 
Mass attendance, a shortage of 
vocations, and other challenges 
facing the Church in Germany.

After Bishop Ackermann an-
nounced the Law for the Imple-
mentation of the Results of the 
Diocesan Synod (2013-2016), 
several local Catholics, includ-
ing some priests, voiced con-
cerns about its provisions, and 
in November last year the Con-
gregation for Clergy and PCLT 

asked that the plan be delayed 
while it was studied in Rome.

The plans included the merger 
of all of the diocese’s 887 par-
ishes into 35 larger parishes, led 
by “pastoral teams” of laypeople 
and priest. Under the plans, a lo-
cal lay group said, “the specific 

transmission of the preaching, 
especially the homily, to vol-
unteers/lay people will lose the 
specific nature of the priestly of-
fice.” Other concerns included 
the centralisation of parishes, 
meaning Catholics in some parts 
of the diocese would have to 

travel up to 50 miles for Mass.
Following the meeting in 

Rome last week, the diocese re-
leased a statement saying that 
“during the conversation, the 
bishop made it clear what chal-
lenges the diocese of Trier is 
currently facing.”

“In particular, these include: 
the reduction in the faithful's 
commitment to Church life over 
[several] years, the decline in 
[local] Church involvement and 
the tremors caused by the dis-
covery of sexual abuse by clerics 
in the people of God.”

“In addition,” the diocese said, 
“demographic change, declining 
financial resources and the lack 
of priests are limiting pastoral 
opportunities in the diocese.”

The diocese said that Bishop 
Ackermann would now work 
with staff and members of his 
diocesan curia to form a new 
plan that respects the “mandate” 
of the three-year diocesan synod 
and addresses Rome’s concerns. 
— CNA

Vatican halts German diocesan plan to turn 800 parishes into 35

Bischof Stephan Ackermann of Trier. Credit: Bistum Trier.



Where’s the fairness in 
life?  Why are some 
people so undeservedly 

blessed in this world while others 
are seemingly cursed? Why are 
craftiness, self-serving ambition, 
taking advantage of others, 
and dishonesty so frequently 
rewarded? This has no quick 
answer.

In his book The Magnificent 
Defeat, the renowned novelist 
and preacher, Frederick 
Buechner, takes up this question 
by focusing on the biblical 
character, Jacob. He, as we 
know, twice cheated his brother, 
Esau. Catching him hungry 
and vulnerable, Jacob buys his 
birthright from him for a meal. 
More seriously, he poses as Esau, 
tricks their father, and steals the 
blessing and the inheritance that 
was Esau’s by right. Everything 
about this seems wrong and calls 
for retribution, yet Jacob’s life 
seemingly teaches the opposite. 
In contrast to his cheated brother, 
Jacob lives a very richly blessed 
life and is favoured by God and 
by others. What’s the lesson? Are 
God and life really on the side of 
those who do this type of thing?

Buechner builds his answer by 

moving from the pragmatic and 
the short-range to the spiritual 
and the long-range.

First, from a pragmatic point of 
view, the story of Jacob teaches 
its own lesson, namely, that as a 
matter of fact in this life people 
like Jacob, who are intelligent, 
crafty, and ambitious often do end 
up being rewarded in ways that 
people like Esau, who are slower 
on the draw, don’t. While clearly 
this isn’t the moral teachings of 
the Sermon on the Mount, other 
parts of scripture, including some 
teachings of Jesus, do challenge 
us to be intelligent, to work 
hard, and indeed at times to be 
crafty. God doesn’t necessarily 
help those who help themselves, 
but God and life seem to reward 
those who use their talents. But 
there’s a fine moral line here and 
Buechner draws it out brilliantly.

He asks: when someone who 
does what Jacob did and it brings 
him riches in this life, where is 
the moral consequence? The 
answer comes to Jacob years 
later. He is alone one night 
when a stranger leaps upon him 
and the two of them end up 
wrestling silently with each other 
throughout the entire night. Just 

as dawn is breaking and it seems 
Jacob might win, everything 
is suddenly reversed. With an 
infinitely superior strength that 
he seems to have deliberately 
held back until now, the stranger 
touches Jacob’s thigh and 
renders him helpless. Something 
deeply transformative happens 
to Jacob in that experience of 
helplessness. Now that he knows 
that he is finally defeated, he 
no longer wants to be free of 
the stranger’s grasp; instead he 
clings fiercely to his former foe 
like a drowning man.  Why?

Here’s Buechner’s explanation: 
“The darkness had faded just 

enough so that, for the first time, 
he can dimly see his opponent’s 
face. And what he sees is 
something more terrible than the 
face of death — the face of love. 
It is vast and strong, half-ruined 
with suffering and fierce with 
joy, the face of a man who flees 
down all the darkness of his days 
until at last he cries out, ‘I will 
not let you go, unless you bless 
me!’ Not a blessing that he can 
have now by the strength of his 
cunning or the force of his will, 
but a blessing that he can have 
only as a gift.”

There’s an entire spirituality 
here. The blessing for which 
we are forever wrestling can 
only come to us as gift, not 
as something we can snatch 
through our own talent, cunning, 
and strength. By his wit and 
cunning, Jacob became a rich, 
admired man in this world. But 
in struggling for all those riches 
he was wrestling with a force 
he unconsciously perceived as 
someone or something to be 
overcome. Eventually, after 
many years of struggle, he had 
an awakening. Light dawned, 
through a crippling defeat. And 
in the light of that defeat he 

finally saw that what he had been 
struggling with for all that time 
was not someone or something 
to be overcome, but the very love 
he was wrestling for in all his 
efforts to achieve and get ahead.

For many of us, this will also be 
the real awakening in our lives, 
waking up to the fact that in our 
ambition and in all the schemes 
we concoct to get ahead, we are 
not wrestling with a someone or 
something to be overcome by our 
strength and wit; we are wrestling 
with community, love, and God. 
And it will undoubtedly take 
the defeat of our own strength 
(and a permanent limp) before 
we realise what we are fighting 
against. Then we will give up 
trying to win and instead cling 
like a drowning man to this face 
of love, begging for its blessing, 
a blessing that we can have only 
as a gift.

Believing that our blessing lies 
in winning, we strive to wrestle 
our lives away from others until 
one day, if we are lucky enough 
to be defeated, we begin to beg 
others to hang on to us. — By 
Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

A magnificent defeat
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Dear Editor,

The HERALD published my let-
ter (23 February 2020) about the 
declining Catholic Christian pop-
ulation (3.5 per cent) among the 
roughly 9.5 per cent total Chris-
tians population in Malaysia. I 
am afraid (hope to be wrong in 
this instance) after the COVID-19 
pandemic CRISIS, the faithful’s 
physical attendances at churches 
may dwindle even further as eve-

ryone maybe too comfortable with 
adopting the NEW Normal.

Increasingly, I am feeling that 
Catholics belong to the senior gen-
erations of piety, people of PRAY, 
PAY and OBEY faithfuls (hope to 
be wrong again). Our wise Fathers’ 
pastoral concern and reminders 
not to rush in to embrace the new 
normal must certainly deserve the 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit on each 
and everyone of us.

So as Fr Clarence Devadass 
once said, “if one is not a part 
of the solution…one is a part of 
the problem”. Look at the online 
Sunday live stream Mass (many 
thoughts to those who put in much 
to bring faith alive to us). Look at 
the typical numbers WATCHING 
(slightly over 3,000 each views). 
This from a Klang Valley of over 
100,000 faithful (as told to us)? 
This even after discounting those 

who participated in Tamil, Manda-
rin, Bahasa Melayu or even Singa-
pore Masses? Likely people have 
gone round the world’s cities seek-
ing the BEST Masses to watch?

I came across the KL Archdio-
cese You-tube announcement on 
the various live stream Masses. 
It urged viewers to “CLICK TO 
WATCH”. Since when have we 
watched Masses instead of par-
ticipating or worshipping God at 

Eucharistic celebrations? I must 
share what some management and 
motivation gurus advocate: “When 
a word is formed, a thought is 
formed, and thoughts become 
things”. So we should rightly wor-
ship/participate, not WATCH our 
Holy Eucharistic Mass.

Edmund Tham
Kuala Lumpur

Dear Editor,

I love my parish, the Taiping 
Catholic Church, comprising 
the Church of St Louis and the 
Church of Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart. I’ve been actively involved 
in the life of the parish. Besides 
participating in Mass regularly, I 
was one of her church leaders. 

But on that fateful day, March 
18, I was completely lost and 
shaken with the closure of all 
churches because of the Move-
ment Control Order. I was locked-
down in PJ, away from my home. 
Then the panic hit me...how 
would I attend Mass? I then start-
ed surfing the net with my faithful 

iPhone after I received news that 
there were live-streaming Masses 
in certain churches.  

The Manila Cathedral was the 
first church that popped up on my 
iPhone. At that time, Mass was 
going on, so I watched. It was in 
English though part of the homily 
was in Tagalog-Maraming mara-
ming po, Diyos, Panginoon...
these were repeated so often that 
now I know what they mean. 
Though slightly disappointed, I 
stayed on. 

Since I felt comfortable with 
the church, I decided to follow 
their online Masses as the Phil-
ippines is on the same time zone 
as Malaysia. I chose this to be 

my second parish and I faith-
fully attended their daily Masses 
throughout Lent, Easter, Weekly 
Healing Rosary until now Pente-
cost. 

Though it is not so effective as 
physical Mass, this alternative 
is giving me new ways to be in-
volved in worship. Our Lord Je-
sus has provided me an avenue to 
share in His Banquet which itself 
is a blessing. 

I found myself being part of the 
Manila parish attending the On-
line Retreat conducted by Bishop 
Broderick Pabillo, the Adminis-
trator of the Archdiocese. At the 
same time, the Rector who is also 
the Chancellor, Fr. Reginald Mal-

icdem together with the Vice Rec-
tor Fr. Kali Pietre Llamado, gave 
us daily sessions Going Back to 
Mass in preparation for the com-
ing public Mass in the Philippines 
after Pentecost. Indeed I do gain 
a lot from the Manila Cathedral.

You may wonder why I don’t 
follow our own parishes. I do...
with Fr Gerard Theraviam, Fr 
Martin Arlando at the Church of 
the Divine Mercy, Sg Ara, and 
sometimes the City Parish. But 
I chose to take part in only one 
church just like we always go to 
our own parish. 

Anyway, now it is the time to 
stay focussed on the spiritual dis-
cipline in my life... meditating 

and reflecting on the homilies. 
With this social distancing, it 
gives me an opportunity to focus 
more on my spiritual needs...this 
is one thing good coming from 
the pandemic. 

I must thank Fr Reginald Malic-
dem, Fr. Kali Pietre Llmando and 
the entire Manila Cathedral Team, 
not forgetting Bishop Broderick, 
for their unfailing commitment 
to reach out to us...the lockdown 
people. 

I am one of the fortunate Catho-
lics of the 500+K online partici-
pants. May God bless them...my 
second parish away from home.

Valerie Angus

My second parish away from home
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To breathe or to take a breath is the 
clearest sign of life. In my previous 
ministry as a hospital chaplain, I had 

the privilege of appreciating more deeply the 
importance of breathing. It is literally a mat-
ter of life and death. When someone begins 
to struggle to breathe, it signals that he or she 
is being dragged from the space of life into 
the arms of death.

It is a painful struggle to watch, sometimes 
helplessly. In the hospital setting where I 
worked, such experiences happened with 
dignity, care and love for the patient. Think 
of how the importance of breathing has be-
come accentuated by the desperate need for 
ventilators and respirators in the fight against 
COVID-19.

By faith we know that God’s breath is 
the origin of life. We literally draw our first 
breath from God. We are quickened to life by 
God’s breath. To breathe is a gift from God; 
it is an experience of the life of God within 
us.

The experience of breathing has occupied 
my mind these days as I think, reflect and 
pray about the murder of George Floyd — 
an unarmed African American man who was 
suffocated to death. A police officer planted 
his knee firmly on George’s neck to the point 
where he couldn't breathe. His pleas to be al-
lowed to breathe fell on deaf ears. Life was 
snuffed out of him.

In my reflection, I ask what breathing 
means to me as a woman of Nigerian and Af-
rican origin living and working in America, 
especially under these circumstances. The 
answer epitomizes my own perennial jour-
ney of struggling to reconcile my dual iden-
tity as a Nigerian-American.

Bringing these two realities together feels 
like trying to activate my two lungs to func-

tion efficiently. It is a daunting task in a 
country like America. Sometimes the experi-
ence is joyful and fulfilling; most times, it is 
painful and stressful. I have never been able 
to breathe fully and truly out of both lungs of 
my dual identity. It is a constant struggle as 
I navigate the contours of my identity as an 
African in America.

I came to the United States over two dec-
ades ago. Prior to coming to America, I had 
not the slightest clue what racism meant 
outside of its dictionary definition and gram-
matical use, even though colonial African lit-
erature is replete with experiences of racism. 
But I was born after my country of origin, 
Nigeria, gained independence from Britain.

Nigeria counts over 250 languages and 
ethnic groupings. This diversity has its mer-
its and demerits. On rare occasions, it coa-
lesces into a harmonious configuration with 
a purpose and an intent that generate a space 
where each citizen feels valued, respected 
and has a sense of belonging.

Other times, most times, the diversity de-
generates into atavistic tribal affinities and 
conflicts that define and exclude — and 
sometimes eliminate — the other as a threat. 
This could be for flimsy reasons — differ-
ent dialects, sartorial preferences, or cultural 
practices. We call it tribalism. And it is al-
ways important to call it out.

Whenever it rears its ugly head, we call it 
by its name, because we know that it is not 
life-giving. Tribalism is the antithesis of life. 
Yet, looking back on my adult life in Nigeria, 
I realize that there was a unique and constitu-
tive component of our identity: all of us with-
out exception were black. We still are. You 
couldn't be more or less black. Being black 
was not a marker of difference. We embraced 
it as a fundamental and unalterable identity. 

This identity neither conferred privilege nor 
justified discrimination. You are black and 
that's that.

Today, I live in America, a country where 
being black means and makes a difference. 
It is a painful realisation that I have strug-
gled with for over 20 years since coming to 
America. Not only is it painful; it is a suffo-
cating experience.

Consider this. Even though I am an Ameri-
can citizen, I still can’t breathe when filling 
out a form that forces me to identify my 
race as a black — or simply “other.” I can’t 
breathe when I have to constantly fight to be 
seen or recognised as a human person. Ac-
tually, when some white people shunt past 
me in a line, their excuse always baffles me: 
“Sorry, I didn’t see you.”

How could someone be so black and still 
be so invisible in broad daylight? How could 
someone officially designated as a person of 
colour lose her luster to a racist-tainted myo-
pia?

I can’t breathe, when I am disregarded and 
considered less than another person solely on 
account of the colour of my skin.

As a Nigerian-American, I can’t breathe 
when my name is judged too complicated 
and better off “Americanised” so it can be 
pronounced. I can't breathe when I have to 
scream to be heard and taken into considera-
tion. Every struggle to belong, to be heard 
and to be seen takes an incredible amount 
of energy. It drains me of life; it deprives 
me of breath. It is tough going. — By                       
Anne Arabome, NCR

Even nature and Mother Earth cannot 
breathe when we pollute them and dis-

regard them. In so many ways, all of crea-
tion is groaning and crying out: “I can’t 
breathe!”

As the protests continue, I see people on 
the streets — breathing in and breathing 
out. In their voices I hear the God of life 
screaming and asking for space to breathe 
again. All desiring to breathe — citizens 
and law enforcement agents, politicians 
and partisans.

Meanwhile, in hospitals and nursing 
homes, people sickened by COVID-19 
struggle to breathe on ventilators and res-
pirators. To breathe is to live. One of the 
vital revelations of George Floyd’s killing 
is that racism deprives people of their right 
to breathe, that is, their right to life.

If this land is what it claims to be — of 
the free and of the brave — racism should 
no longer be allowed a place in our lives, 
institutions and communities. We need 
to be able to breathe with both lungs no 
matter the colour of our skin. Let’s take 
a breath. It is our God-given right. — By 
Anne Arabome, NCR

I can’t breathe! Is God offended?

We all can recall a time in our lives 
when we felt stifled, unable to breathe 

and drained of life. Jesus of Nazareth found 
himself on the cross, struggling to breathe, 
until he couldn’t anymore and had to give 
up: “It’s finished,” he said.

Jesus knew what it meant to be denied the 
breath of life. And as soon as he was raised 
from the dead by the power of the Spirit of 
God, he seemed determined to right that 
wrong. One of his first deeds was to breathe 
on the disciples, saying “Receive the Holy 
Spirit.”

He didn’t want his followers to suffer 
the pain of not being able to breathe. He 
restored God's original gift to humanity: 
He gave us a breath of life. In so doing, he 
fulfilled his core mission on Earth: “I have 
come that all people may have life and have 
it in all its fullness” (John 10:10).

In its new post-resurrection form, this 
breath is personalised as the Spirit of God. 
It is no ordinary breath. It blows wherever it 
wills, untrammelled by the forces of racism, 
discrimination and prejudice.

As a woman, I have found solace and 
comfort in embracing the reality of the 
Spirit as the powerful life-giving feminine 
expression of God. In my struggle to bring 
my two identities together, to breathe with 
two lungs, in America, I hear this same 
Spirit filling me with life, saying: “Breathe, 
Anne. Breathe free. Breathe life. Receive 
my Spirit.”

Breathing in and breathing out is a sacred 
gift of God, given to all of creation without 
consideration of class, status, or estate — 
much less race. Connected with this gift are 

the gifts of freedom and dignity. To assault 
any of these is to deny life to a person — 
as George Floyd and so many others have 
been denied life.

I was deeply pained and outraged as I wit-
nessed the choking off of George Floyd’s 
breath. I still am. I can’t imagine his pain 
and suffering in that final moment. There he 
was, his neck under the merciless knee of a 
fellow man who wore a smirk on his face, 
while breathing in and breathing out, even 
as he choked a defenceless, helpless man to 
death.

This act offends God, and so does every 

unjust system and structure that has allowed 
some people to feel more entitled to draw 
life-giving breath, even as they deny others 
that same right. My heart joins and bleeds 
with all those who can’t breathe in America 
and elsewhere in the world.

So many of my sisters and brothers find 
it difficult to even take a breath. Black men 
in America, immigrants from other shores, 
black and poor women in America; people 
with disabilities, the elderly, the Native 
peoples, gays and lesbians, Hispanic and 
Asians — in short, all those who are con-
sidered other and, therefore, lesser.

A demonstrator wearing a protective mask takes part in a protest in Rotterdam, Netherlands, June 
3, following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota. (CNS/Reuters/Eva Plevier)

No ordinary breath but the breath of God

Demonstrators in Washington, D.C., gather along the fence surrounding Lafayette Park outside 
the White House June 2. (CNS/Reuters/Jonathan Ernst)

Mother Earth 
can’t breathe



PETALING JAYA: About 500 Christian 
churches of various denominations have ap-
plied to the government to open their doors 
for services as the country enters the recov-
ery phase of the movement-control order 
(MCO).

The churches made the application to the 
National Unity Ministry on June 6, and are 
also waiting for the Health Ministry’s ap-
proval to reopen.

The 500 houses of worship are in green 
zones, or areas free of COVID-19. Along 
with the application, they also submitted in-
formation such as the name of the pastor or 
parish priest, the size of the congregation and 
the size of the built-up area of the individual 
churches.

Council of Churches of Malaysia general 
secretary Rev Hermen Shastri said that the 
500 are separate from the three Catholic and 

64 Evangelical churches that got the Nation-
al Unity Ministry’s permission to reopen two 
days ago.

“We hope that the ministry will expedite 
this matter as we are ready to open with the 
necessary standard operating procedures in 
place as required.”

He said it is hoped that the government 
will allow churches to open daily along with 
other sectors on the same condition of strict 
compliance with health and safety guide-
lines.

“This is for the churches that hold daily 
prayers. They [the government] should [re-
view the restrictions on churches now that] 
other sectors, such as shopping malls, restau-
rants and public transport, are open.”

Senior Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob last 
month said churches would be allowed to 
open only one day a week, on Sunday.

Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin last 
week announced the start of the recovery 
phase of the MCO on June 10, following the 

effective containment of the coronavirus out-
break. Save for businesses that involve large 
gatherings like entertainment outlets, nearly 
all sectors are allowed to resume work.

Shastri urged Putrajaya to reconsider the 
restriction barring foreigners from houses of 
worship.

“We have a lot of expatriates who go to 
church. We hope the government can look 
into this.”

On Wednesday, an interfaith group said 
foreigners who wish to practise their faith 
should not face discrimination.

The Malaysian Consultative Council of 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism 
and Taoism said foreigners who are in the 
country legally and who have tested negative 
for COVID-19 should be allowed entry into 
houses of worship. – By Noel Achariam, 
The Malaysian Insight

Why the need for 
interreligious dialogue?

PETALING JAYA: Assumption parish priest, 
Fr Gregory, held two sessions over two weeks 
to further explain Interreligious Dialogue 
(IRD) and Ecumenism. Each session catered 
to around 35 participants from different par-
ishes. 

IRD just means having the ability to speak 
to people of other faiths, cultures and tradi-
tions without offending. It helps us lower our 
bar of suspicion. Ecumenism, on the other 
hand, is also key because when we engage 
with Christians of other denominations, we 
feel they know more about the Bible, and we 
tend to back away when they start quoting bi-
ble verses at us.

“So to tackle these two topics, we need to 
be familiar with the word of God and we also 
must watch other people’s agenda,” said Fr 
Chan.

We have been sent forth to make disciples 
of all nations; “baptise them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, and 
teach them to observe all the commands I gave 
you. And look, I am with you always; yes, to 
the end of time.”

“This great commission is given to all of 
us. So, when we engage with other parties, we 
must find opportunities to share the message, 
which is, that Jesus brings us salvation, and in 
Him is the fullness of life.

“But this must be done without appearing to 
convert them. We can venture to make disci-
ples of all the nations by how we live and by 
the love we show.”

There are four methods of dialogue. The first 
is the dialogue of life, which involves a simple 
conversation with someone of a different faith. 
The University of Dayton (UoD) describes it 
as “where people strive to live in an open and 
neighbourly spirit, sharing their joys and sor-
rows, their human problems and preoccupa-
tions.”

Next is the dialogue of action, which means 
helping others when there is a need. UoD says, 
“in which Christians and others collaborate for 
the integral development and liberation of peo-
ple. Dialogue of action is also in our Rukun 
Tetangga. The current pandemic is a great ex-
ample of helping others in times of need. How-
ever, when offering help, we must be sensitive 
to their needs, for example, providing halal or 
vegetarian food items and so on.

“Dialogue of theological exchange often 
tends to involve priests and individuals. I 

will not elaborate on this at the moment, but 
I hope to teach this soon,” said Fr Chan. UoD 
described dialogue of theological exchange 
as “it comes into place where specialists seek 
to deepen their understanding of their respec-
tive religious heritages and to appreciate each 
other's spiritual values.

Finally, UoD describes dialogue of spiritual 
experience as “where persons, rooted in their 
religious traditions, share their spiritual riches, 
for instance, concerning prayer and contem-
plation, faith and ways of searching for God 
or the Absolute.” Fr Chan said an example is 
the parish’s recent experience of successfully 
hosting an Interreligious virtual gathering via 
Zoom, in answer to Pope Francis invitation for 
people of all faiths to unite in prayer, fasting, 
and works of charity on Thursday, May 14 for 
an end to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The purpose of coming together, besides 
prayer, was to show the rest of Malaysia that 
we stand united, hand-in-hand and we are all 
ready to dialogue on an Inter-Religious and 
Ecumenical platform,” said the lawyer turned 
priest.

In Acts chapter 17:16-24, St Paul’s discourse 
at the Areopagus in Athens, where he talks to 
them about their unnamed God, seems to indi-
cate the beginning of inter-religious dialogue. 
— By Gwen Manickam

Five hundred churches apply to open for services

Seminarians Bros Leon Gautier and Fabian Anand playing the opening and closing hymns at 
each session.

Rev Hermen Shastri (The Malaysian Insight)
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PETALING JAYA: The following week, Fr 
Gregory Chan elaborated on Ut Unum Sint 
(May They All Be One), an Encyclical writ-
ten by St John Paul II, on being committed 
to Ecumenism.

According to the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, the Church of Christ “subsists in the 
Catholic Church, which is governed by the 
successor of Peter and by the bishops who 
remain in communion with him. However, 
one can still find elements of sanctifica-
tion and truth outside her visible structure. 
This statement is a clear indication that the 
Church is indeed open to ecumenical dia-
logue. 

Fr Chan said we also have the Prayer of 
Jesus where He prayed, “May they all be 
one.” This is particularly touching for us be-
cause in our hour of division, Jesus prayers 
for our unity.

“We are called to be faithful, not success-
ful. We are not called to gain popularity by 
saying every religion is the same. We are 

called to glorify the Father and we do this 
by expressing our faith,” said Fr Chan.

It was Pope John Paul II who decided dur-
ing his papacy to focus on our similarities, 
which are greater than our differences. He 
aimed to set aside the 500-year-old misgiv-
ings that arose with Martin Luther’s ex-
communication and work on ecumenical 
dialogue which involves the conversion of 
heart and prayer, leading to the purification 
of memories.

“Christians cannot underestimate the bur-
den of long-standing misgivings inherited 
from the past, and of mutual misunderstand-
ing and prejudices. Complacency, indif-
ference and insufficient knowledge of one 
another often make this situation worse. As 
such the ecumenical dialogue must be based 
on the conversion of heart and prayer, which 
will lead to the purification of memories.

“The ultimate goal of the ecumenical 
movement is to re-establish full visible 
unity among all the baptised. Basically, the 

encyclical deals with the Roman Catho-
lic Church’s relations with the Orthodox 
Church and other Christian ecclesial com-
munities. In this three-chapter document 

with an introduction and exhortation, John 
Paul II shows that the Roman Catholic 
Church is officially called to unity.” — By 
Gwen Manickam

What is ecumenism and why do we need it?

The participants of the session.



Dear Children, 

Today, we celebrate the 
feast day of the Body 
and Blood of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
At the Last Supper, 

Jesus knew that He 
was going to leave His 
friends. So He turned 

the bread into His Body 
and the wine into His 
Blood - even though they 
still looked like bread 
and wine - and told the 
Apostles to do the same.
Jesus gave the Apos-

tles, who were the first 
priests, the power to 
change bread and wine 

into His Body and Blood 
in the Mass. 
Now at every Mass Je-

sus comes to us on the 
altar, Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity! 
Of course we can't see 

any change happen when 
the priest consecrates 
the bread and wine, but 

we know that God can do 
things without us under-
standing them. 
He loves us so much 

that He wants to come to 
us as His body and blood, 
into our hearts so that 
we will live forever.

Love
Aunty Eliz 

 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats this bread will live forever 

(John 6: 51) 

Feast of 
the Body 

and Blood of 
Christ

Let's Colour 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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ROSARIO, Argentina: In a video 
message published on Friday, 
June 5, Pope Francis encour-

ages participants of a Scholas Occur-
rentes online meeting organised on 
the occasion of World Environment 
Day.

World Environment Day is celebrated an-
nually on 5 June. To mark this year’s festivi-
ties, the Pontifical Scholas Occurentes Foun-
dation is holding a global cyber meeting of 
young people, parents and teachers. As part 
of the meeting, Pope Francis sent a video 
message of support and encouragement.

“Today, after all these years in which we 
have explored the question that drives us, it 
is a great joy to be able to call you commu-
nity: community of friends, community of 
brothers and sisters,” said the Pope.

Pope Francis recalled that Scholas began 
“as something unplanned”, with two teach-
ers in the midst of a crisis. He added that 
even though the crisis left behind a land 
of violence, “education brought people 
together, engendering meaning and there-
fore, generating beauty.”

Crisis and beauty
Pope Francis said that Scholas’s journey of 
reflection and encounter brings three im-
ages to mind: “The Fool” from Fellini's La 
Strada; Caravaggio’s “Call of St Matthew”; 
and Dostoevsky’s “The Idiot”. These stories, 
according to the Pope, “are the story of a 
crisis”, since, in all three, “human responsi-
bility is at stake.”

Pope Francis explained that a crisis 
“breaks us down to open us up.” That is 
why crises, without good accompaniment, 
are dangerous: because a person can be-
come disoriented. He says people should 
“never go into a crisis alone”, even if they 
seem small or personal.

“In a crisis, fear invades us. We close our-
selves off as individuals…we empty our-
selves of meaning, hiding our call, losing 
sight of beauty.” However, said Pope Fran-
cis, quoting Dostoyevsky, “beauty will save 
the world.”

“Scholas was born out of crisis,” Pope 
Francis pointed out. But it “did not raise 
its fists to fight against a culture, nor did it 
lower its arms to resign itself.” Rather, it 
emerged, “listening to the hearts of young 
people.”

Education
“Education is not just about knowing 
things,” said the Pope. Rather, to educate 
is “to listen, to create culture and to cel-
ebrate.” He stressed that if education is un-
able to listen, create, and celebrate, “it can-
not educate.”

Pope Francis went on to say that edu-
cation must harmonise “the language of 
thought with feelings and actions” and 
speak the language of the head, the heart 
and the hands.

International  community of 
encounter
The Pope remarked that he saw students 
and teachers from different countries learn-
ing, playing and dancing together at Scho-
las, and referred to that experience as “an 
olive tree” creating “a culture of encounter 
between the East and the West.”

He said the exchange of the dreams of 
children and young people with the experi-
ence of adults is necessary and must take 
place. Otherwise, “there would be no roots, 
no history, no promise, no growth, and no 
prophecy.”

Pope Francis reminded Scholas students 
that the “same life gave birth to all of us” 
and it will always generate other worlds. 
Everyone is therefore a student of all re-
alities, languages and beliefs, and what we 
learn is not an object, but rather Life.

Words of encouragement
The Pope urged everyone to strive ahead 
and not to forget these three words: grati-
tude, meaning and beauty.

He added that, like the founding teach-
ers of Scholas, who did not hold on to what 
they had but rather gave it away freely, we 
should keep on sowing and reaping, walking 
together, and smiling, while taking risks to 
overcome any crisis.

Scholas Occurrentes
Scholas Occurrentes is an international or-
ganisation of pontifical right which aims to 
achieve the integration of students world-
wide through technological, athletic and ar-
tistic initiatives that promote education and 
the culture of encounter.

It is present in 190 countries and encom-
passes approximately half a million schools 
and multiple educational networks. — By 
Fr. Benedict Mayaki, SJ, Vatican News

Pope encourages Scholas Occurrentes

to help others find 
meaning in life

Screen caption of the June 5, 2020 digital encounter organized by the papal foundation Scholas Occurrentes. (Crux photo/Scholas Occurrentes)

Education brought people 
together, engendering meaning and 

therefore, generating beauty

We should keep on sowing and 
reaping, walking together, and 
smiling, while taking risks to 

overcome any crisis.
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Youth and Bishops together raise their voices against racism

VATICAN: Pope Francis has pointed to St An-
thony of Padua as an example for younger 
generations of Catholics to “live the Gospel 
courageously.”

“Eight hundred years ago in Coimbra, a 
young regular Augustinian … learned of 
the martyrdom of five Franciscans, killed on 
account of the Christian faith in Morocco on 
January 16 of that same year, and he decid-
ed to change his life,” Pope Francis wrote in 
a letter published June 3 on the Franciscan 
Order’s website. 

“This ancient saint - so modern and bril-
liant in his intuitions - can be a model for the 
new generations to follow to make every-
one’s journey fruitful,” he said.

The Pope offered his apostolic blessing to 
the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor on the 
800th anniversary of St Anthony’s call to 
follow in the footsteps of St Francis in 1220.

In a letter to Franciscan Minister General 
Bro Carlos Alberto Trovarelli signed Feb. 15, 
Pope Francis said that St Anthony can teach 
everyone how to “see the Lord” in the face 
of each brother and sister, “offering every-
one consolation, hope and the possibility of 
encountering the Word of God on which to 
anchor one’s life.”

“His example of sharing with the difficul-
ties of families, the poor and disadvantaged, 
as well as his passion for truth and justice, 
can still arouse a generous commitment to 
give oneself today, in the sign of fraternity,” 
the Pope said. — By Courtney Mares, CNA

ROME: The tragic death of George Floyd, a 
46-year-old African-American killed by a Min-
neapolis police officer on May 25, has led to 
protests and public outcry against discrimina-
tion and police brutality, not only in the United 
States but in several other countries.

In a gesture of solidarity, Youth for Peace, a 
movement of teens and young people affiliated 
with the Saint Egidio Community,  organised 
a flash mob against all forms of racism, so-
cial discrimination and violence on June 9 at 
9.00pm (Italian time) on the Tiber Island.

The event was preceded by a prayer for 
peaceful coexistence in the world. Young peo-
ple also displayed a banner on the facade of 
the Basilica of San Bartolomeo located on the 
Tiber Island, and illuminated the surrounding 
square with hundreds of candles.

“We must learn to live together,” read the 
statement released on the website of the move-
ment. Inspired by these words, the young peo-
ple hope to reiterate the message of the Black 
Lives Matter movement.
Canadian Bishops lament suffering caused 
by racism

KENINGAU: The Parish Youth Apostolate 
(PYA) of the Cathedral of St Francis Xavier 
(KSFX) recently aired the Kerasulan Belia 
Katolik (KBK) Talk on June 7. The talk was 
broadcast live on OGOLOT KBK KSFX You-
Tube and attracted nearly 2,000 views.

Among the panellists were PYA Spiritual 
Counsellor and Principal of KSFX Kinder-
garden Sr Liza FSIC, KSFX Assistant Parish 
Priest, Fr David Gasikol, Keningau Youth 
Commission Leader, Roney Eming, and 
Seminarian Wilfred James, who recently 
completed his formation at St Peter’s Col-
lege, Kuching. Sem. Wilfred was also the 
former Keningau Diocese Youth Commis-
sion leader before pursuing his studies in 
the seminary.

Before the session began, KSFX youths 
started off with praise and worship. The 
talk began with questions such as what the 
panellists have done throughout the MCO 
period.

Sr Liza and Roney said they used the time 
to clean their house/convent, gardening 
whereas Fr David said that during the first 
week of the MCO, he felt tired and jobless. 
But after the second week he settled in and 
kept himself busy with various activities 
such as planting vegetables, house renova-
tion and so on with his fellow priests.

For Seminarian Wilfred, he felt semi-
contemplative in the seminary. He used the 
opportunity to reflect on his calling as a 
priest.

Asked about the impact of the MCO on 
youth as many youths felt depressed, they 
wonder why the pandemic happened and 
some even questioned where God is at this 
time.

Sr Liza replied that the impact of the 
MCO was not only felt in the Diocese but 
also around the world. Youths need to fo-
cus on their spirituality and their relation-
ship with God so that they are not easily led 
away from their faith. “Talk to God, pray 

more so that your faith will grow stronger,” 
she said.

For Roney, the youths connect through 
social media by sharing their faith journey. 
They come together for prayer, share spir-
itual resources and participate in online 
activities such as Earth Day, Palm Sunday, 
Kaamatan and so on.

For rural youths who do not have access 
to the Internet, Fr David and Roney said 
they made efforts to communicate with 
them through distribution of brochures and 
organising activities for them. Fr David also 
knows many young people who are good at 
finding Internet-accessible places. He calls 
on creative youth to seek Internet access 
to deepen their knowledge. Fr David says 
this is the time for youth to be catechists, 
although without Internet access, they 
can study from the Bible or the catechism 
books.

The KBK TV also featured a sharing from 
a youth, Isabela Liew from Senagang Zone, 
on the impact of COVID-19 and how the 
youths in the area have strengthened their 

faith throughout the MCO. According to 
Isabela, before the MCO was announced, 
24 youths had joined the Youth Retreat in 
St Joseph Minawo. Following the retreat, 
the youth organised Lectio Divina for 49 
days, sharing spiritual reference materials 
through group WhatsApp, video sharing in 
conjunction with Earth Day and other im-
portant liturgical celebrations and interces-
sions.

It is about coping with stress among 
youths, as the MCO period has affected 
them from a psychological, social and eco-
nomic standpoint. Many are distressed by 
the loss of a job and the absence of a friend 
to hear their grievances or problems. 

Roney said the Youth Commission pro-
vides a channel for youths in distress. He 
said the Youth Commission office door, in 
compliance with the SOP, was always open 
for the youth to come. 

In addition, KSFX Parish also provides 
counselling services. Those with problems,  
need to make appointments and comply 
with the SOP.

Talk session with the panels on KBK KSFX youtube.

OGOLOT discussES the 
impact of covid-19 
among youth 

Separately, the Bishops of Canada have also 
lent their voices saying that George Floyd’s 
death is “profoundly troubling and entirely 
unacceptable”.

In a statement released June 8 on the web-
site of the Canadian Bishops’ Conference, the 
Bishops expressed their strong objection to 
the “disregard of human rights and dignity” 
and the “ongoing presence of racism and dis-
crimination in our societies.”

“The denigration of humankind, the denial 
of God-given rights and of human respon-
sibilities that flow from them, lack of love 
for one’s neighbour, and the failure to show 
respect toward others are wholly intoler-
able; these must always be condemned in the 
strongest of terms,” said the Bishops.

Reiterating Pope Francis’ words during last 
week’s General Audience, the bishops lament 
the loss of lives caused by “exclusion, racism 
and violence which are antithetical to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.” They insisted that 
“every human being is created in the image 
and likeness of God and is precious in His 
eyes.”

The Bishops encouraged the faithful to 
pray for all those who have lost their lives as 
a result of the sin of racism, and invited eve-

ryone to work for reconciliation and healing, 
as well as peace and justice in the world. — 
Vatican News

Young people remember George Floyd’s minutes of agony. Hate is not won with hate. It is the 
conviction of the peaceful protest of young people, and also a hope: racism must simply stop. 
(photo/Sant’Egidio facebook)

Pope Francis tells 
Catholic youth

Live the 
Gospel like 
St Anthony



PETALING JAYA: Fr Anthony Lim 
Ooi Chai, better known as Fr O.C. 
Lim, passed away on June 5, 2020 
at Pantai Medical Centre. He was 
77. Fr O.C. Lim was admitted to 
hospital in early May and had been 
showing signs of improvement dur-
ing his post-surgical care. His sud-
den passing was due to his earlier 
aortic dissection and aneurysm. His 
death has come as a shock to all. 

A legal practitioner for 14 years, 
he joined the Society of Jesus on 1st 
of March 1985 and did his Noviti-
ate in Petaling Jaya from 1985 to 
1987. He professed his first vows 
on 2nd of March 1987. He stud-
ied philosophy and theology at the 
Ateneo de Manila University and 
Loyola School of Theology respec-
tively from 1987 till 1992. On 1st of 
May 1992, Fr O.C. Lim (then aged 
49), was ordained to the priesthood 
at the Church of St Francis Xavier 
in Petaling Jaya. Five years later, he 
professed his final vows on 1st of 
May 1997. 

One of his first appointments was 
as Director of the Catholic Research 
Centre (CRC) and Editor of the 
Catholic Asian News (CANews), 
a post he held from 1993 to 2009. 
During his tenure, he continued to 
further develop not only CRC but 
also CANews. This monthly maga-
zine provided thought provoking 
reflections for many to read and re-
flect on. Under his direction, CRC 
focused on bringing about critical 

awareness to Christians and others 
of their role in the Malaysian soci-
ety in its socio-politico, economic 
and religious context. 

In 1992, he was appointed as the 
first Spiritual Director for the newly 
established Catholic Lawyers So-
ciety Kuala Lumpur, a role which 
he embraced with much gusto for 
several terms over a span of almost 
18 years. An outspoken advocate 
for justice, Fr O.C. Lim gave cour-
age to those fighting for just causes, 
always advising them to “stand up 
and be counted.” 

Fr O.C. Lim also fulfilled other 

responsibilities as follows: 
l Regional Superior of the 
Malaysia-Singapore Region of 
the Society of Jesus from 1998 
to 2004. 
l Local Superior of the Jesuit 
Community of the Residence 
of St Francis Xavier, Petaling 
Jaya, Malaysia, for various pe-
riods until 2009. 
l Honorary Assistant Sec-
retary of the then Malaysian 
Consultative Council for Bud-
dhism, Christianity, Hinduism 
and Sikhism (MCCBCHS) 

from 1993 to 1996. 
l Honorary Assistant Secre-
tary of the Christian Federation 
of Malaysia (CFM) from 2009 
to June 2010. 
l Director of the Maranatha 
Retreat House from 1996 to 
2009. 
l Assistant Parish Priest of the 
Church of St Francis Xavier, 
Petaling Jaya during various 
periods for a total of about nine 
years. 
In 2009, Fr O.C Lim went on 

medical leave after undergoing 

heart surgery. 
Fr O.C. Lim applied for incardi-

nation into the Archdiocese of Kua-
la Lumpur and this was accepted 
by Archbishop Julian Leow on No-
vember 19, 2019.

The eldest son of the late Royal 
Dato’ Selawatang Lim Foo Yong 
and late Datin Chu Yin Mooi, Fr 
O.C. Lim leaves behind his siblings 
Ooi Beng, Ooi Teck, Bee Lian, 
Dato Ooi Kong, Bee Hong, Bee 
Bee, in laws, nephews, nieces and 
a host of relatives and friends to 
mourn his loss. 

The wake was held at Nirvana 
Memorial Centre on June 8 and 9. 
The funeral service was held on 
Wed, June 10th at 10.00am. It was 
celebrated by Archbishop Julian 
Leow and was streamed live via 
https://Tv.ArchKL.org. 

“Fr O.C. was fearless in his pur-
suit of justice. He taught me not to 
assume things. What we hear and 
see may not be what is true,” said 
Archbishop Leow in his homily.

“Today, as we mourn his death, a 
loss for the Church and the nation, 
may we celebrate his life and what 
he stood for — a voice that spoke 
for justice.

“May his legacy continue to live 
in our hearts and in our own lives. 
May we never forget to discover 
God’s will for each one of us.”

Fr O.C. was laid to rest along side 
his parents at the Xiao En Memorial 
Park.

Fare thee well, Fr O. C. Lim

Archbishop Julian Leow praying the Rite of Committal, the final act of the community of faith in caring for the body of 
its deceased member, Fr O.C. Lim (pix inset), at the Xiao En Memorial Park in Nilai June 10, 2020. (Pix by Roy Chua)
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WARSAW, Poland: At Krakow’s 
stately Divine Mercy centre, the 
contemplative atmosphere sudden-
ly evaporates as nuns in black hab-
its come dancing along the corridor.

Yo yo/Rapping ain’t hard to do/
It’s enough to say ‘Jesus,/I trust 
you!/And right now we don't 
want masks/We just want merciful 
grace!”

When Polish rap artists launched 
the Hot16Challenge in late April to 
raise funds for medical staff tack-
ling the coronavirus, they did not 
expect their country’s religious sis-
ters would get in on the act.

Within a month, however, as 
would-be rap stars exchanged nom-
inations, convents nationwide had 
posted videos on YouTube, along-
side Catholic priests and seminar-
ians and even some Polish bishops.

“When it comes to music, we 
don’t always keep up with the lat-
est stuff, but we’re ready to try new 
things when the call comes,” ex-
plained Sr Emanuela Gemza of the 
Mother of Divine Mercy Order.

“I immediately realised this was 
a great chance to evangelise — to 
show in an untypical way how God 
cares for us. I think the Holy Spirit 
guided us in putting the words and 
melody together.”

Across town, behind the seem-
ingly austere facade of the Order of 
Presentation Sisters, a trio of bop-
ping nuns instruct listeners to “learn 
their Calvary rhymes.”

Sr Wanda Putyra said she and her 
sisters were egged on by students at 
the school where they teach. They 
got some coaching in rap tech-

niques, but did not find it as easy as 
the Divine Mercy Sisters.

“As a church organist specialis-
ing in Bach, I don’t usually do this 
type of music — and we were wor-
ried about getting the rhythm right,” 
said Sr Wanda. “Having assumed 
rap was pretty simple, I quickly dis-
covered it's actually really difficult. 
It truly is an art form, and we all 
now respect the artists who do it!”

Those nominated for the 
Hot16Challenge are given three 
days to compose a 16-line rap, be-
fore passing the baton to others.

Within two hours of its launch, 
the initiative had exceeded its tar-
get of 16,000 zlotys ($4,100), and 
within a week, it had surpassed a 
million zlotys.

The rap project has now grossed 
over 4 million zlotys and has drawn 
in President Andrzej Duda and top 
government officials, with invita-
tions favourably received by inter-
national stars from Ed Sheeran to 
Snoop Dogg.

Though that isn’t the kind of 
company Auxiliary Bishop Adrian 
Galbas of Elk would normally 
keep, he's been recorded rapping as 
well. So has Bishop Marian Rojek 
of Zamosc-Lubaczow, along with 
his diocesan chancellor, media 
spokesman and curial staffers.

Yet it’s Poland’s rapping nuns 
who’ve gained most attention, with 
a catchy mix of religious messages 
and confident performance skills.

Sr Emanuela says it’s a remind-
er that the Polish Church, though 
firmly orthodox in teaching, is up to 
date and on the spot, even behind 
the walls of its convents.

“In our mission to proclaim the 
Gospel, we’re open to what the 
contemporary world demands, and 
I hope those who present us as sad, 
withdrawn women will now think 
again,” she said. “The Holy Father 
has urged us to be a Church full of 
joy, and I’m pleased we’ve found a 
way to show this.” — By Jonathan 
Luxmoore, CNS

Poland’s nuns make rap videos 
to help healthcare workers

Polish nuns are seen rapping in a screen grab from a YouTube video during 
the “Hot16Challenge.” Polish rap artists launched the challenge in late April 
to raise funds for medical staff tackling COVID-19. (CNS photo/YouTube)

T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

VATICAN: True prayer is a “fight” 
with God in which those who think 
they are strong are humbled and 
faced with the reality of their own 
mortal condition, Pope Francis said.

The story of Jacob wrestling with 
God throughout the night is a re-
minder that although prayer reveals 
“that we are only poor men and 
women,” God also has a “bless-
ing reserved for those who have let 
themselves be changed by him,” the 
Pope said June 10 during his weekly 
general audience.

“This is a beautiful invitation to 
let ourselves be changed by God. 
He knows how to do it because he 
knows each of us. ‘Lord, you know 
me,’ each one of us can say. ‘Lord, 
you know me. Change me,”’ the 
Pope said.

In the audience, livestreamed from 
the library of the Apostolic Palace at 
the Vatican, the Pope continued his 

series of talks on prayer. And before 
concluding the audience, he remind-
ed the faithful of the June 12 ob-
servance of the World Day Against 
Child Labour.

Calling child labour a “phenom-
enon that deprives boys and girls of 
their childhood,” the Pope said that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has forced 
children and young people in many 
countries to work in “jobs that are in-
appropriate for their age to help their 
families in conditions of extreme 
poverty.”

He also warned that “in many 
cases, these are forms of slavery and 
imprisonment, resulting in physical 
and psychological suffering.”

The Pope’s concern for child la-
bour comes nearly a week after the 
death in Pakistan of Zhora Shah, an 
eight-year-old child maid who al-
legedly was beaten to death by her 
employers after accidentally releas-

ing their prized parrots. The case 
has sparked outrage in Pakistan and 

around the world.
“Children are the future of the hu-

man family,” Pope Francis said. “It is 
up to all of us to foster their growth, 
health and serenity!”

In his main talk, the Pope reflected 
on the story of Jacob, an “unscru-
pulous man” who, despite the odds, 
“seems to succeed in every feat in 
his life.

“Jacob — we would say in today’s 
modern language — is a ‘self-made 
man.’ With his ingenuity, he is able 
to conquer everything he wants. But 
he is missing something: he lacks 
the living relationship with his own 
roots,” the Pope said.

It is on a return trip to see his 
brother Esau — whom he defrauded 
for an inheritance — that Jacob en-
counters the stranger who fights with 
him. Citing the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, the Pope said that 
this struggle is “the symbol of prayer 

as a battle of faith and as the triumph 
of perseverance.”

Overcome by a strike to the hip, 
the stranger — whom Jacob later 
realised is God — blesses him and 
gives him the name “Israel.” The 
Pope said that Jacob ultimately en-
ters the promised land with a limp, 
but also “with a new heart.”

“Before, he was a confident man, 
he trusted in his own cunning,” he 
said. “He was a man impervious to 
grace, resistant to mercy. But God 
saved what was lost.”

“We all have an appointment with 
God in the night,” Pope Francis said. 
“He will surprise us when we do not 
expect it, when we find ourselves 
truly alone.”

But, the Pope said, “we need not 
fear because in that moment, God 
will give us a new name that con-
tains the meaning of our whole life.” 
— By Junno Arocho Esteves, CNS

Prayer is a ‘fight’ with God

Evangelisation:  The Way of the Heart
We pray that all those who suffer may find                         

their way in life, allowing themselves to be touched                   
by the Heart of Jesus.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

OTTAWA: The Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops on June 8 
stated:

It has been with great distress and 
sorrow that the world witnessed 
the tragic events that took place 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on 25 
May 2020. The death of Mr George 
Floyd at the hands of law enforce-
ment officers is profoundly trou-
bling and entirely unacceptable.

The utter disregard for his human 
rights and dignity has justifiably 
raised numerous disturbing ques-
tions about the ongoing presence of 
racism and discrimination in our so-
cieties, as well as about how peace 
and good government can both 
avoid and deter self-destructive and 
self-defeating violence.

The denigration of humankind, 
the denial of God-given rights and 
of human responsibilities that flow 
from them, lack of love for one's 
neighbour, and the failure to show 
respect toward others are wholly in-
tolerable; these must always be con-
demned in the strongest of terms. 
Racism and discrimination remain 
an appalling reality for a civilised 
society.

The Bishops and Catholic faithful 
of Canada join with Pope Francis 
in lamenting all who have lost their 
lives and suffered because of exclu-

sion, racism and violence which are 
antithetical to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. As the Holy Father himself 
stated at the occasion of this trag-
edy: "We cannot tolerate or turn a 
blind eye to racism and exclusion 
in any form and yet claim to defend 
the sacredness of every human life."

Every human being is created 
in the image and likeness of God 
and is precious in His eyes accord-
ing to the first chapter of Genesis. 
This truth is for us the bedrock and 
foundation of all human dignity. To 
violate it is an offence against God 
Himself and against the sacredness 
of life.

Our faith teaches us that: "Re-
spect for the human person proceeds 
by way of respect for the principle 
that 'everyone should look upon his 
neighbour (without any exception) 
as "another self," above all bearing 
in mind his life and the means nec-
essary for living it with dignity."

In communion and solidarity with 
the Holy Father and the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States, we 
invite all Canadians to pray for all 
those who have lost their lives as a 
result of the sin of racism, to work 
for reconciliation and healing, as 
well as for peace and justice in our 
land and throughout the world. — 
ICN

We cannot tolerate 
racism in any form

Pope Francis leads his weekly 
general audience from the library of 
the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican 
June 10, 2020.  (CNS photo/Vatican 
Media)




